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831 N. 1 
WH" Chriſt our Seviour was about to go 
to his Father, he told his diſciples, F the 
world hate yon, ye know that it hated me before. 
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own : but becauſe ye are not of, 
the world, hut I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world bateth you. I am perſuaded, 
that by this, he did not only intend to ſorewarn 
the twelve of the offence which that generation 
would take at the ignominy of the croſs, but alſo 
to intimate, that the eaſe would be the ſame in 
all ages ; that his doctrine would meet with great 
reſiſtance and oppoſition, and that the temper 
and character of his real diſciples would be 
very different from the ſpirit that would gene · 
rally prevail in the world. This hath been con - 
tinually verified. in experience. For as man 
in the higheſt ſtations, and of higheſt repute for 
_ - wiſdom in the world, did ſet themſelves againſt 
the goſpel at its firſt publication, ſo even where 
there is a nominal profeſſion of it, there is ſtill 
, * to its doctrines, in their GS 
2 2 | 


E iv 7 

und purity, by the world, that is to fay, thoſe. 
who have moſt ſway in it, who are the moſt paſ- 
fionate admirers of its faſhions, and the moſt aſ- 
$duous proſecutors of its honours and pleaſures... 


It may alſo be obſerved, that there is ſome- 
times, perhaps even generally, a ſovereignty of 
divine providence in the choice of the inſtru- 
ments employed in ſpreading the goſpel. As, 
at firſt, twelve illiterate fiſhermen were choſen ;. 
fo, often ſince that time, the weakeſt and moſt 
unlikely have been pitched upon; that our faith 
might not ſtand inthe wiſdom-of men, but in the 
zer of God. Hence it frequently happens, than 
it is not only difficult to make men believe the 
goſpel, but even to perſuade them to hear it. 
They are apt to deſpiſe and deride the meſſage, 
| becauſe of the meanneſs of the meſſenger, or 

the homelineſs of the terms in which it is deli- 
vered. This is particularly the cafe with the 
preſent age. From a certain love of eaſe, and lu- 
xury of mind, they deſpiſe and trample upon alt 
inſtructions, which have not ſomething pleaſing. 
and: infinuating in their dreſs and form, +: 


Tou, Sir, are one of thoſe happy few, who- 

Have been willing to conſecrate the fineſt natural 
| talents to the ſervice of Chriſt in the goſpel,” 
aud are not aſhamed of his crofs. ' You have- 


fa» 


HAS; 


1 able to procure attention upon ſome ſũb- 
iects, from many who would hardly have given 
it to any other writer. This hath made me ob. 
ſerve with particular attention, the effect of you 
laſt performance; Theron and Aſpaſiv, the cha - 
rater given to it, and the objections raiſed a+ 
gainſt it, And 1 have always found that the 
moſt ſpecious and plauſible objection, and that. 
molt frequently made, againſt the doctrine of 
Juſtification by imputed righteouſneſs, has been 
in this caſe, as indeed uſually before, that it 
looſens the obligations to practice. This is what 
I have particularly applied myſelf to refute in 
the following eſſay, becauſe I have rarely ob- 
terved it done diſlinMly, and at full lengtb, in 
any writer. And Fhave addreſſed it to you, as- 
a teſtimony of my eſteem of your excellent 
and uſeful writings, as a public declaration of 

my eſpouſing the ſame ſentiments as to the 
de of our acceptance with God, and my 
ambition of contributing ' ſome nd affiſtance- 
to the ſupport of the ame glorious cauſe, IK 
was alſo no ſmall inducement to it, that there- 
by it might appear td all, : that no external di- 
ſtinctions, or ſmaller differences, ought to be 
any hindrance to a cordial eſteem and affection 
among. the Gncere ſervants of our cotamon. 
Maſter, 


E 
The greateſt part of what follows was firſt 


delivered in two ſermons ; but it is now thrown 


into the form of an eſſay, leſt the deſpiſed title 
of a ſermon ſhould offend ſome, and that it 
might the better admit of ſeveral additions, 


both in the, body of the piece, and in the notes, 


which could not have been fo properly deliver- 


ed from a pulpit. Some of theſe regard the 
_ philoſophical principles, which have of late 


been publifhed among us, of which T propoſe; 


in a' ſhort time, . a much fuller diſcuſſion, as 


there is no way in which the truths of the go- 
ſpel 7 are more perverted than by what the apo- 
ſtle Paul calls Philoſophy and vain deceit, and 


oppoſith Hons of ſcience fa a 2 called, 


g That your uſeful lit may be prolonged, and 
that you. may have the honour of contributing 
more and more to the converſion. of ſinners, 


and the edification and comfort of n 
is the earpell prayer of, 


8 1 R. 


4 Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


8 J. NH. | 


ESSAY, 6 


L L the works and ways of God have ſome- 
thing in them myſterious, above the compre- 

henſion of any finite underſtanding, And as 
this is the caſe with his works of creation and pro- 
vidence, there is no reaſon to expect it ſhould be o- 
therwiſe in the aſtoniſhing method of the redemption 
of the world by Jeſus Chriſt. From this their myſte- 
rions nature, or rather from the imperfe& meaſure 
and degree in which they are revealed to us, they are 
admirably fitted for the trial of our ingenuity, humi- 
lity and ſubjection. They are all of them, when ſe- 
riouſly and impartially enquired into, holy, juſt and 
good; but at the ſame time, not beyond the cavils 
and objections of men of prejudiced,” perverſe and 
corrupt minds. © 


| 1 | | ah. 
The apoſtle Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans, a- 
mong whom he had never been in perſon, at. great 
length eſtabliſhes the fundamental doctrine of the 
goſpel, that ſinners are juſtified by the free grace . 
God through the imputed righteouſneſs of a Redee - 
mer. To this doctrine men do by nature make the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition, and are, with the outmoſt diffi- 
culty, brought to receive and apply it, We may well 
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ſay of it in particular, what the ſame apoſtle ſays of 
the truths of God in general, that rhe natural man 
doth not receive them *. It is therefore highly neceſ- 
Tary to prevent or remove, as far as poſſible, the ob- 
jections that may be brought againſt it by the art or 
"malice of Satan, who will, no doubt, bend the chief 
force of all his engines againſt-this truth, knowing 
that the cordial reception of it is a ſure and ef- 
FeQual, and indeed the only fare and effectual 
mean of deſtroying his power and influence in the 
heart. Accordingly we find the apoſtle, in the 6th 
chapter of the above - named epiſtle, .an.. 1ſt verſe, 
ſuppoſes an objection made againſt this doctrine in the 
Tollowing terms, What /hall we ſay ther: ? ſball we 
tontinue in ſin, that grace may abound ? To which 
he anſwers, by rejecting the conſequence with the 
outmoſt abhorrence, and in the ſtrongeſt manner af · 
'tirming it to be without any foundation. 


From the introduction of this objection by the 2. 
Poltle, we may either infer, that there were, even in 
theſe early days, ſome who branded the doctrine of 
Tedemption by the free grace of God with this odious 
odnſequence; or that he, by the inſpiration of the 
Almighty, did foreſee that there ſhould ariſe, in ſome = 
future periods of the Chriſtian church, adverſarics 
who would attempt to load it-with this imputationʒ 
or chat the doctrine is indeed liable, on a ſuperſicial 
view, to be abuſed to this unhappy purpoſe, by the 


eee of wen ohe: arc l their uſt, 
Wa 2 
, 4 Cor. ils 4 
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IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. «$ 
Ir is probable: that all the three obſervations are jult 3 
and the two laſt render it a peculiarly proper ſubjoct 
for our attend on and conlideration at the ume, =y 
in this age « 


It is well-known, that there are many enemies of 
this doctrine, of different characters, and of different 
principles, who all agree in aſſaulting it with this ob- 
jection, That it weakens the obligations to holineſs 
of life, by making our juſtification before God depend: 
entirely upon the righteouſneſs and merit of another. 
And fo far, I think, we muſt join with the adver- 
 faries of this doctrine, as to lay it down for a prin- 
ciple, That whatever belief or perſuaſion, by its na- 
tive and genuine tendency, weakens the obligations 
to practice, muſt be falfe. And I will alſo aſſert, in 
oppoſition to ſome modern infidels;. (tho ſome may 
think that my cauſe might avail itſelf of the contrary 
opinion) that a man's inward principle, or the per- 
ſuaſion of his mind, hath a neceſſary and unavoidable 
influence upon his practice . 80 that, if I am * | 


® That is to ſay, So far as it can be applied to practice, and 
G far as it isreal or prevalent above its oppoſite; for there are 
many truths of a religious nature which men think they believe 
at ſometimes, but which yet their corrupt paffions often make 
them doubt of; and theſe doubts are nine parts in ten of their 
lives obſeryant to their minds, as a vindicatiom of their licen» 
tious practice: in ſome ſenſe, ſuch may be aid to act in con» 
tradition to their principles; but they are principles either not 
really believed or, which is the ſame thing, not habitually rey 
collected; and none can expect that men will act upon a prin» 
ciple, tho” once ever ſo firmly believed, if it be forgotten, oy 
& the time of action eatiely out of ties. MACE TS 


a 
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able to ſhew that Juſtification thro* the imputed righ- 
tcouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſo far from weakning the obli- 
gations to holineſs, that, on the contrary, the belief 
and reception of it, as its neceſſary conſequence, muſt 
make men greater lovers of purity and holineſs, and 
fill them with a greater abhorrence of ſin, than any 
other perſuaſion on the ſame 3 I am content to 
dire up the cauſe. | 


T hope we may be indulged a'candid hearing upon 
this ſubject, as experience does not ſeem to be unfa- 
vourable to the doctrine I am eſſaying to defend. If 
It appeared in fact that its friends, upon a fair and juſt 
compariſon, were more looſe in their practice than 
their adverſaries of any of the oppoſite opinions, it 
would be a ſtrong prejudice againſt it; or rather, if 
zhis were always the caſe, it would be an unqueſtion- 
able evidence of its falſhood. But, doth not the con- 
1 trary appear upon the very face of the world ? Are not 

che perſons who profeſs to deny their own righteouſ- 
J | * neſs, and hope for juſtification thro' Chriſt, ordinarily 
| [| the moſt tender and fearful of ſinning themſelves, and 
| | the moſt faithful and diligent in promoting the refor- 
1 mation of others? And do not all careleſs, profane 
[| and ſenſual livers, almoſt to a man, profeſs themſelves 
[| enemies to this doArine ? I could almoſt appeal to 
any one who hath the leaſt experience of, or commerce 
with the world, whether he would expect to find, up- 
on a tri fearch and enquiry, the werſhip of God 
| more conſtantly attended, the name of God more re- 
i gularly called upon in families, children and ſervants 


IMU TED KIGHTFEOUSNESS, pv 
more carefully inſtructed, and more dutifully gover- 
ned, a greater freedom from levity, profanity, un- 
chaſtity, pride, malice, or infincerity of converſation, 
amongſt the friends or enemies of this doctrine? So- 
true is this, that they commonty have the appellation 
of the ſtricter ſort given them, by which is certainly 
underſtood, at leaſt, — of life and · 
manners F- 


As therefore experience doth not hinderꝭ or rather 
warrants us to affirm, that thoſe who expect juſtifica- 
tion by free grace are, of all others, the moſt holy ia, 
their lives; I propoſe to ſhew, that it muſt be ſo, and, 
that this is but the native fruit, and neceſſary conſe- 
quence of their principles. What has induced me to 
this attempt, is not only the calumnies of enemies, but 
the weakneſs or treachery of profeſſed friends. Theſe: 
laſt injure the truth often, in two different. ways. 


+1 am not ignorant, that it is the uſual refuge of thoſe who 
are evidently diſſolute in their own lives, to alledge, that there 
is indeed an appearance of this, but that it is no more than 
appearance, being all hypocriſy. It would be going out of the 
way to enter upon a large refutation of this ſlander. Therefore 
acknowledging, that, no doubt, whatever number of hypocrites 
there are in the world, and there are too many, they muſt herd 
amongſt, or attach. themſelves to the ſociety of the beſt part of 
it : I obſerve, that the general. charge of hypocriſy is only 
thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the 
very ſuppoſition, centrary to appearances, juſtified, for the moſt 
part, by a ſteady perſeverance. Whereas, uſually the whole 
merit of thoſe who bring the accuſation, is that of being uni. 
formly wicked, and not ſo much as profeſſing what it was 


their indiſpenſable duty both to have profelſed and practiſo. 


Some ſpeak in ſuch a manner as to confirm and harden 


in ſuch a manner, as to deſtroy the doctrine itſelf, and 
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enemies in their oppoſition to it; they uſe ſuch raſh 
and uncautious expreſſions, as-do indeed juſtify the 
objeQion which the apoſtle re jects with ſuch abhor- 
rence; and, in the heat of their zeal againſt the ſelſ- 
righteous legaliſt, ſcem to ſtate themſelves as enemies, 
in every reſpect, to the law of God, which is holy, 
juſt and good. Others, on the contrary, defend it, 


give ſuch interpretations of the word of God, as; if 
they were juſt, and known to be ſo, the objection 
would have never been made, becauſe there would not 
have been ſo much as an occaſion given to ir . 


But of all pretended Chriſtians, one ſort are wor- 
thy of the higheſt contempt, who, acknowledging the 
truth of this doctrine, call it dangerous, and are back- 
ward to teach or publiſh it, leſt i» ſhoul be abuſed, 
Would ſuch weak, half-thinking mortals, be wiſer 
than God? Hath he publiſhed it, and ſhall we throw 
a veil over it, to remedy the raſhneſs of his proceed- 
wg ? Do the Scriptures reveal, and are we backward 


»I have often thought, that there eannot be a ſtronger are 
gument, that the exylication commonly given by Calviniſts, of 
the paſſages of Scripture on this ſubject, is juſt, than the apoſtle's 
ſuppoſition of an objeQtion of this nature ariſing from it. For 
if the explieation of ſome others, were ſuppoſed to be the ob; 
vious meaning of the text, and were ſubſtituted in its room, 
as all juſt definitions may be without inconvenience,the apoſtle's 
words, What ſhall we ſay thin? Hall we continue in ſin that g raca 
0g abound? would * unnatural and abſurd, | 


TMPUTED RICHTEOUSNESS, 


to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God? All the 
works of God are capable of being abuſed ; that this 
may be ſo likewiſe the apoltle ſuppoſes. - It is, how /- 
ever, not the leſs uſeful or important; only let us en- 
deavour to vindicate it from the falſe charge of fa- 
vouring or encouraging licentiouſneſs of life, This 
1 would willingly do in ſuch a manner as to aſſert 

while I defend it; to maintain the doctrine itſelf, 
while I ſhew not only its innocence, but-ies aſcfulnck 
in practice. | 


The words of the inſpired apoſtle are, Cod /orbid, 
bow ſhall aue that are dead to fin, live any longer 
therein ? In which he affirms, that the grace of God 
abounding in the goſpel, is ſo far from being an en- 
-couragement to fin, that it deſtroys the power of ſin, 
-and removes the inclination-to it, ſo far as it prevails. 
The language is very ſtrong, We that are dead to fir, 
—Tt ſeems to put us in mind of the total effectual 
breach of relation between a dead man, and the ob- 
jets with which he was formerly connected in life : 
they are nothing to him, nor he to them; he neither 
loves them, needs them, nor uſes them. So, in pro- 
portion as the grace of God offered thro* Chriſt in 
the goſpel is received and applied, fin is mortified i in 
the heart; thus ſays the apoſtle Paul elſewhere, God 
forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs eur 
Lord qeſus Chriſt, by which the world is crucified un- 


to me, and I unto the world *. This, which is indeed 


the language of the Scripture throughout, is not mere» 
| B 
dl. vi. 14. 


43 


» ha — PY-X FS 


* 1 
by þ * 2 2 2 
by — * * 


SL BY Mn Ji — 2 
5%. eat 


—— 
1 


S RR 
n 
's 3 2 4 RY 


4 » " 


. 


— 


2 


— _ 
S 
PS. A _ R a ia 4A 8 * "he —X- 


th VINDICATIORN OF | 
Iy denying the accuſation, but eſtabliſhing the contrary 
truth, the influence of this doctrine upon purity of 
heart and life, which we find the apoſtle alſo aſſert- 
ing in the middle of his reaſoning upon the point, 
Do we then make void the law through faith? Cad 
. ua, abe * iſh übe. lau t. 


i e e n be wil be ceank: 
Cary, firſt, in a feu words, to ſtate that doctrine againſt 
which the objection is made. It may be delivered in 


Scripture- language thus, That all have finned, and 


come ſhort of the glory:of God. That every mouth 
muſt be ſtepped, and all-the world become guilty be- 
fore God. —Therefore by the deeds of the lau, there 
ſhall be ne fleſh juſtified in his fight. —But we are 
juſtified freely by his grace, thro' the redemption that 
4s in Chriſt Feſus :—Whom God hath ſet forth as a 
propitiation, thro' faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God. —Where ii boaſting 
then? It is excluded. By what law? of works ? 
Nay, but by the law of sfaith. Therefore we con- 
clude, that a man i juſtified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law, — Moreover, the law entred, that 
the offence might abound; but where ſin abounded, 
grace did much more abound ; that as ſin hath reigned 


unto death, even ſo might grace reign through righ- 


feouſneſs unto eternal li ife, by Feſus Cbrift our 
Lord. | 


1. Rom. Wl, T7 


IMU TED RIGHTEOUSNESS. if 


Thie doctrine aſſerted in the above and other paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture may be thus paraphraſed: that eve- 
ry intelligent creature is under an unchangeable and 


— 
— 
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unalienable obligation, perfectly to obey the whole 1 
law of God; that all men proceeding from Adam. by f 
ordinary generation, are the children of polluted pa- * 


* 


rents, alienated in heart from God, tranſgreſſors of. 
his holy law, inexcufable in this tranſgreſſion, and 
therefore expoſed to the dreadful conſequences of his 
diſpleaſare ; that it was not agreeable to the dictates of. 
his wiſdom, holineſs and juſtice; to forgive their fins 
without an atonement or ſatis faction; and therefore he 
raiſed up for them a Saviour, Jeſs Chtiſt, who, as 
the ſecond Adam, perfectly fulfilled the whole law, 
and offered himſclf up a ſacrifice upon the croſs in their 
ſtead: that this his righteouſneſs is imputed io them; 
as the ſole foundation of their juſtification in the ſight 
of a holy God, and their reception into his favour: 
that the mean of their being intereſted in this ſalva- 
tion, is a deep humiliation of mind, confeſſion of 
guilt and wretchedneſs, denial of themſelves, and ae- 
ceptance of pardon. and peace through Chriſt Jeſus, 
which they neither have contributed to the procuring, 
nor can contribute to the continuance of, by their own 
merit; but expect the renovation of their natures, to 
be inclined and enabled to keep the commandments of 
God, as the work of the Spirit, and a * of the . 
| vale of. their Redeemer *.. 
B 2: 
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he intelligent reader will probably perceive, t! at I havẽ 
expreſſed the above doctrine im ſuch generab terms; as not di- 
findly to take 2 part in the differences that are to be found'a« 
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This ſhort account of the doctrine of the imputa 
non of Chriſts rightcouſneſs will be further illuſtra- 
ted and explained in the progreſs of this diſcourſe, in- 
tended to ſhew, that in thoſe who do cordially embrace 
it, the obligations to holineſs are not weakned, but 
ſtrengthned and confirmed; For- this purpoſe be plea- 
fed to attend to the following obſervations ; in all of 
Which I defire it may be remembred, even where not 
expreſly mentioned, an oppoſition is intended between 
the principles and views-of a believer in Chriſt, who 
reſts his hope on his imputed righteouſneſs, and thoſe. 
who act on any contrary prineiple. 


ls the firſt place, he who expects juſtification by the, 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, hath the cleareſt and 
ſtrongeſt conviction of the obligation of the holy law: 
of God upon every reaſonable creature, and of its ex · 
tent and purity. This will appear very evidently, if 
we conſider what it is that brings any perſon to a be- 


wong ſome authors, wth woo ei i oi; EY 
Ely as to the nature of Faith. reaſon of my doing [6 is, that: 
Þ would willingly rather ceconcile than widen theſe differences ;. 
and becauſe it is my firm perſuaſien, that however ſome think 
it juſteſt, or wiſeſt, or ſafeſt, to cxpreſs them ſelves one way 
and ſome another, yet all who have a deep and real conviction, 
that they are by nature in a loſt ſtate, and under the wrath of 
Sod, and that there is no ſalvation in any ottier but im Chriſt; 
are, if they underſtoo one another, at bottom, or at leaſt in 
all things any way material, entirely af the ſame opinion. Ac- 
eordingly the reader will, I hope, find that the reaſoning in the- 
Sllowing pages may eaſily be applied by them all without. ex+ 
Cnon. | | 
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kef or-reliſh of this doctrine. It muſt be a ſenſe of, 


fin, and fear of deferved wrath. Let us ſearch out 

the cauſe by tracing the eſſects. Whence ariſes the 

fear of wrath, or apprehenſion of God's diſpleaſure ? 
Only from a conviction of guilt, And what can pro- 

duce a conviction of guilt, but a ſenſe of obligation? 

This is manifeſtly the doctrine of ſcrigture, which. 
teaches us, that by the lau is the knowledge of fin 
and that the lau is a ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt. 
Thoſe who have none at all, or a very imperfect ſenſe 
of the obligation of the divine law, will never have the 
lealt eſteem of the rightcouſneſs of Chrilt, which a- 
tones for their tranfgreſſion of it; it muſt appear to 
them to be fooliſhneſs: whereas thoſe who have a 
ſtrong: convidion of che juſtice of the eng orkut 
law; both eftcers and uſe the - plea of their Saviour 
merit. Such alſo have a ſtrong ſenſe of — 
purity of the law of God, as well. as ins obligation in 
general. Whilſt others conſider nothing as fin, but the 

groſſeſt and moſt notorious crimes, they a deeply 
ſenſible of the alienation of their hearts from God, 

whom they are bound ſupremely to love, and to whoſe 


e eee eee 
W 


This convicton of the obligaten of the divine law; 
fo eſſentially connected with, or rather ſo. neceſſarily 
previous to, an acceptance of the imputed: righteouſneſs: 
of Chriſt, is evidently founded upon the relation of 
man to God, as a creature to his Creator, This rela- 


von then continues, and muſt continue, unchangeable ; 
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18 VINDICATION OF 
therefore the obligation founded upon it muſt be un- 
alienable; and all thoſe who have once been ſenſible 


of it, muſt continue to be ſo, unleſs we ſuppoſe them 


blinded to the knowledge of God as Creator, by the 
diſcovery of his mercy in Chriſt the Redeemer : but 
this is abſurd ; for the ſubſequent relation of a ſinner 
to God, as forgiven and reconciled through Chriſt, 
never can take away, nay, never can alter his natural 


relation as a creature, nor the obligation founded upon 


it; neither can it be conceived as conſiſtent with the 
perfections of God, to abate the demands of his law, 
* to ſay, a perfect conformity to his boly will 2 


4 


elne 0 mention * been ak of perfe conformity to the 
will of God, or perfect obedience to his law, as the duty of man, 
which is indeed the formdation of this whole doctrine; I think 
it neceſſary to obſerve, that ſome deny this to be properly re- 
quired of man, as his duty in the preſent fallen ſtate, becauſe he 
is not able to perform it. But ſuch do not ſeem to attend either 
to the meaning of perfect obedience, or to the nature or cauſe of 
this ivability., Perfect obedience. is obedience by any ereature, 


to the outmoſt extent of his natural powers. Even in a ſtate of 


innocence, the boly difpolitions of Adam would not have been 
equal in ſtrength and activity to thoſe of creatures of an higher 
rank: but ſurely to love God, who is infinitely amiable, with all 
the heart, and above all, to conſecrate all his powers and facul- 
ties, without exception, and without intermiſſion, to God's ſer» 
vice, muſt be undeniably the duty of every intelligent creature. 


Abd what ſort of inability are-we under. to pay this? Our natu- 
- ral faculties are ſurely as fit for the ſervice of God as for any 


baſer purpoſe :* the inability is only moral, and lyes wholly in 
the averſion of our hearts from ſuch employment. Does this 
then take away the guilt: ? - muſt God relax his law becauſe we 
are not willing to obey it? Conſult even modern pbiloſophers ; 

and ſuch of them as allow there is any ſuch thing as vice, will 
:all. you, that. it lyes. in evil or miſplaced afBeRtions,. Will then 


” r 
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Exery the leaſt deviation from it, by tranſgreſſion, or 
neglect ef duty, muſt ſtill be evil in itſelf, and mult 
{till be ſeen, and eſteemed. to be ſo: by the God of 
truth, who cannot lic. Now, is there any thing in 
the goſpel that hath the leaſt tendency to leſſen the 
ſenſe of this obligation, after it hath been once diſco- 
vered? Very far from it: on the contrary, all that 
Chriſt hath done for the ſalvation of ſinners, as its im- 
mediate conſequence, magnifies the. law, and makes 
it honourable, 
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Perhaps it may be thought, that the releaſing a ſin- 
ner from the ſanction of the law, or the puniſhment 
incurred, by pardon purchaſed and beſtowed, has this 
eſſect: and here it is, to be ſure, that men, by their 
partial views, are apt to ſuppoſe the objection lyes. But 
let us only reflect, that the obligation to duty and obe- 
dience to the Creator hath been ſcen by a believer in 
the ſtrongeſt light, and muſt continue to be ſenſible. 
Will he then be induced to act in the face of a per- 
ceived obligation, by an inſtance of unſpeakable mer- 
cy? Is this reaſonable to ſuppoſe ? or rather, is it not 
ſelf-contradiQtory and abſurd ? It is fo far from being 
true, that this mercy diſpoſes to obedience, as a pecu- 
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that which i dll in itſelf excuſe its fruits in any degree from 
guilt or blame? The truth is, notwithſtanding the loud charge 


of licentiouſneſs upon the truths of the goſpel, there is no other 
ſyſtem that ever I peruſed which preſerves the obligation of the 
law of God in its ſtrength: the moſt part of them, when 
throughly examined, juſt amount to this, that men are bound, 
and that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they odd 
bo as good and holy as they themſelves incline. 
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Jar and additional motive, as I ſhall afterwards ſhew 
more fully in its proper place. In the mean time, it 
s ſelf evident, chat it can be no hindrance. What 
Heads us into error in this matter is what happens 
ſometimes in human affairs. In a human government 
mercy, or a promiſe of impunity for paſt crimes, may 
enable, tho', even in that caſe,, not incline a rebellious 
traitor to tenew his wickedneſs, But this is a moſt 
unjuſt and partial view of the caſe, in which the very 
circumſtance is wanting upon which the chief ſtreſs 
ought to be laid: for human laws reach only outward 
actions, becauſe human knowledge is ſo imperfect, that 
it cannot diſcover the diſpoſition of the heart: and as 
all profeſſions are not ſincere, ſo kindneſs is often be- 
ſtowed on improper objects; and this kindneſs may diſ- 
cover the impropriety, but not cauſe it. | 


But make the ſimilitude compleat, and ſee how it 
will lead us to determine. Suppeſe one who hath been 
In rebellion, deeply and inwardly convinced of the 
evil of rebellion, and his obligation to ſubmiſſion; ſup» 
Poſe this conviction ſo ſtrong that he confeſſeth the ju- 
{lice of the ſentence which condemns him to die, and 
This is very conſiſtent with a deſire of life: will a 
pardon offered or intimated to ſuch a perſon, make him 
-diloyal ? is this its natural, nay is it its poſſible effect: 
If it could be ſuppoſed to have any ſuch conſequence 

at all, it could only be in this diſtant way, that par- 
don ſeems to leſſen the ſenſe of a judge's diſpleaſure 
at the crime. But even this can have no place herc, 


| becauſe ſufficient care is taken to prevent any ſuck 
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abuſe of it, by the gba, ad vieariousfarings 
ung | 


bb ep ig Wee; 6 ——— 
bove uſed will lead us to the diſcovery of one great 
cauſe of the ohjection againſt which I am reaſoning. 
I ariſes from that corruption of heart ant imvard op- 
poſition to the law of God in its extent and purity;.. 
which is in all men by nature, and continues in all who 
are not renewed in the ſpirit of heir minds. As they 


Bave a ſtrong tendency and inclination to tranfgreſs the 
h where they dare; they are ready to think, chat the 
hopes of impunity muſt encourage every one to a bold 
violation of it, And no doubt this would be true, iſ 
there could be any real eſteem, or:cordial acceptance 
of the goſpel, without a previous oonviction of the ob- 
Fgation of the law, and the guilt and demerit of every 
viction of thi obligation of the la of God upon cve- 
r cannot be taken away z. 
141 R 3 1 


 +Bopthivioimpoſibs: fon tho? there may be ſome ſort of 
far of puniſhment, occafioned by diſplays of divine power, 
where there is no true humiliation of mind, or genuine con 
vildon of ſing this is buvlike the impaticot ſtruggles of a chained 
flave, inſttad.of the willing ſubjeftion-of a penitent child, There 
is till: in / all ſuch an inward murmuring againſt the ſentence; as - 
thatof an anjpſtand rigorous tyrant, and not of a righteous 
jodge. Therefore; tho? ſuch . ſhould. pretend to rely on the ma. 
rits-of Chriſt: for pardon and dellveranoes it is plainly not from 
their hearts, and therefore neither to the ſaying of 44 
wor do the refarmation of their lives, 
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wen to imagine.that-the mercy of God in pardoning 
ſinners for Chriſt's ſake will leſſen or weaken the ſenſe 
of this obligation, is a moſt manifeſt contradiction. 
On the contrary, fin muſt needs have received a mor- 
tal blow, the love of ĩt mult neceſſarily have been de - 
ſtroyed, before pardon in this way could be ſought or 
obtained: fo that the apoſtle might well lay, how. 
all we that are dead to fn live any langer therein 2 


5 _ the amd place, he who believes in Chit ab 
expects juſtification through his imputed righteouſneſs, 
mult have the deepeſt and ſtrongeſt ſenſe.of the evil 
of. ſin in itſelf. This is in a gaod meaſure included 
in, or an immediate conſequence of, what has been 
already mentioned. For the obligation of the law, 
28 hinted above, is but very imperfect, if we conſi- 
der it only as ſbunded on the power of God, and 
the dependence of the creature, and not alſo on the 
nolineſs, juſtice,” and goodneſs of the law itſelf. In. 

the firſt ſenſe, perhaps, it may be felt by the wicked 

In this world, at leaſt, we are ſure it is felt by devila 
and damned ſpirits in a ſeparate ſtate. They know 
chat they muſt ſuffer, becauſe they will not obey. 
But where there is a compleat ſenſe of obligation, it 

| implies a belief of the. righteouſneſs. of the law, as 
well as the power of the Lawgiver, of the equity, 
nay, the excellence of the command; as well as the- 
ſeverity of the ſanction. All ſuch not only believe 
that God will puniſh for fin, but that it is molt juſt 
that he ſhould. do ſo, and that. fin has richly __ 
ma it. 


— 
—ꝛ 


* 
— 


- = p —__ 
-os- — —— — — 


42 I . 
— 2 

D4 — 
— 


— _ 
_ 25SEC 
— — — - — — — = * 
— — bd \ = 
— — — * — 
— — , ˙ y V——ů — —̃——ꝗ 


— — FS —— 
22 Pr oo _ 
—ũ—G——ͤ————— ͤ TE EEE 


ht... a eee 2 eee ee — — — T— — ne i H I —I—x.— -ꝛꝛ—ꝛ-̃ % ð PT „ 
- 


— 
Z —U—— IRR 


— — 


: 


— — * — 
WY 1 1 — . 1 
1 — 
8 — — * - — — 2 
2 — 2 . es os oo 
* 


IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. z. 
It may therefore ſeem unneceſſary to add any thingy. 
on this ſubject more than has been already ſaid : but 
1 have mentioned ĩt by itſelf, becauſe beſides that: 
ſenſe of the obligation and purity of the law of God, 
which muſt pave the way to a ſinner's acceptance of 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, there is a diſcovery of 
the evil of fin, and its abominable nature, in everys 
part of this my/tery of godlineſe, God: maniſefted iu“ 
the fleſh;* and the truths foanded upon it; fo that- 
the more theſe are believed, and the-more they are- 


attended to and recollected, the more muſt the belic- 


rer be determined to hate and abtior every wicked 
and falſe way; every new view which he takes of: 
rhe goſpel of his ſal vation, every act of truſt and 
confidence exerted upon it, mult inoreaſe his borrour. 
of lin, * him t0 fly. from it. 5 


Let us confider a little what views are preſented us 
of the evil of fin in the doArine of Chriſt, and of him 
crucified, Here we ſee that a holy and juſt God 
would not forgive fin without an atonement. What 
a demonſtration is this of its malignity, if carefully* 


attended to, and kept conſtantly- in our eye, as a- 


part of our very idea of the Divine Nature! The. 
difficulty in this eaſe is our partiality in our on cauſe;: 
we are un willing to think ſin ſo very blame - worthy, 
becauſe this is condemning ourſelves: but, let. us 


conſider what views an all - wiſe and impartial God 


bath of it, and. form ours upon his. And that we. 


way not ſo much as onceblaſphemoully i imagine, that 
he alſo is partial on his on fide, let us remember 
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that he 1s the God of loye, and who; by this very 
falvation, hath magnified his love in à manner that 
paſſeth knowledge. He ſhews' his ſenſe of the evil 
of the crime, even whilſt, he is · contriviag, nay, in 
the very contrivance of a proper way for the crimi- 


mal's-eſcape. He is not, ſo to ſpeak, ſetting forth 


the malignity of the offence, in order to juſtify. the 
ſeverity of his om vengeance, . but be is exerting his 
amiable attribute ef merey, and yet here. muſt the 


evil of ſin appear. 


. Conſider, in a particular manner, upon this ſubject, 
the dignity and glory of the perſon who made this 


atonement. The value of the purchaſe may be ſcen 


in the greatneſs of the pricæ; the evil of fin. in the 
worth of the propitiation. f For aue are not redeem- 
ed auith corruptible things, ſuch al filver and gold, 
but with the precious blood: of Chrift, ar -of a Lamb 


ther's glory, and the-expreſs. image of his perſon, 
who ſuffered in our ſtead; Whoever-conſitlers. the 
frequent mention iw ttt facred oracles, of the. glory 
and dignity of tlie perſtm of Chriſt, muſt: be fatisſied 
that it is not without deſign; and none can truly re- 
lih or improve theſe traths, but: ſuch as thence: learn 
the evil of fin, the immenſeneſs of that debt which 
required one of ſo great, nay, of inſinite and inen. 
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 1MPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 25 
+haoſtible riches, to be able to pay it. A creature 
indeed behoved to ſuffer ; and therefore he became 

the ſon of man, but intimately united to the Crea- 

tor, God bleſſed for evermore. It was one of the 

firſt and earlieſt confeſſions of faith, That Jeſus Chriſt 

was the Son of God; and this belief muſt have the 
Rrongelt influence in ſhewing us the evil of ſin, which © 
gone elſe was able to expiate. 8 N 


4 13 
* 


e 


In many paſſages of fcripture, God's ſending his 
own Son into the world to ſave ſinners, is repreſent- 
ed as the ſtrongeſt proof poſſible of his compaſſion 
and love. The nearneſs of the relation teaches us, 
23 it were, to ſuppoſe ſome reluctance in beſtowing 
him; in alluſion to which there is a fine expreſſion of 
the apoſtle Paul, He that ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with. 
him alſo freely give us all things? The very ſame thing 
ſhews, with equal clearneſs, his abhorrence of ſin. 
However ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſave ſinners, he would 
Have ſin to be expiated, tho? his own Son ſhould be 
the victim: if any thing could have made him diſ- 
penſe with it, this ſhould ſurely have had the effect: 
and therefore the condemning of fin ſeems to have 
been as much in view; as the ſalvation of the ſinner, 
Every light in which we can view this ſubject, con- 
tributes to ſet before us the evil of fin. I ſhall only 
mention further, the greatneſs and ſeverity of the ſuf- 
ferings of our Redeemer, as they are repreſented bath 
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26 VI NDICATION OF 
prophetically, to ſhew how much was exacted, and 


' hiſtorically, to ſhew what was paid. As the whole of 
his life was to be a ſlate of humiliation and ſorrow, it 


is ſaid, * As many were aſtoniſhed at thee, his viſage 
vas 7 marred more than any man, and his form than 
the ſons of men. Again, He is deſpiſed and rejected of 
men, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
and we hid, as it were, our faces from: him; he was de- 
ſpiſed, and we efleemed him not. Once more, He was 
avounded for our tranſgreſſions, he auas bruiſed ſor aur 


; iniguities : the chaſtiſement of our peace nuas upon him, 
and with his firipes we are healed, In the biſtory of 


his liſe in the new teſtament, we ſee all this verified, 
in the meanneſs of his birth, and the continued inſults 
and reproaches thrown upon him during the courſe of 
his life. There is one remarkable paſſage, John viii. 57. 
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and haſt thou ſeen A- 
braham ? The meaning of this is hardly obvious, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe that his natural beauty and bloom was 
ſo waſted and decayed by ſorrow, that he ſeemed to 
ſtrangers near twenty years older than he really was. 


6 Fe cloſe of the goſpel, we have an account af the 


g laſt ſcene of his ſufferings, in the garden, and on the 


croſs. He was fore amazed, and very beary.— Hi: 
foul was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death. His 
ſweat was ar it were great drops of blood, falling down 
to the ground. He was at laſt ſtretched upon an ac- 
curſed tree, where the pain of a tortur'd body was but 


® Ifa, Iii. 14. lit, 3. Ui. 5. 
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ſmall to the anguiſh of an overwhelmed ſpirit, which 
conſtrained him to utter this heavy complaint, My God, 
my God, why haft thou forſaken me Loet the Chriſti- 
an ſtand at the foot of the croſs, and there ſee the 
evil of fin, which required ſd coſtly an expiation. Let 
him there ſee the holineſs and jaſtice of God in its pu- 
niſhment, Let him hear the moſt High, ſaying, A- 
wale, O fword, againſt the man who is my fellow, 
And let him thence learn, how. much fin is the object 
of divine deteſtation. 


Hath a believer then a firm perſuaſion of all theſe 


truths ? Are they the frequent theme of his meditati- 
ons? And muſt they not neceſſarily fill him with an 


abhorrence of fio, inflame him with'a hatred of i it, and 8 


excite in him a ſelſ- ſothing on its account? Thus it 
is ſaid in the prophetic writings, + They ſpall look on 
me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn 
for bim, as one mourneth for bis enly ſon, and ſhall 
be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in 1 bitterneſs 
for bis firſt-born, And muſt not a repetition of the. 
ſame views {till ſtrengthen the impreſſion, ſo that, as 
the apoſtle Paul tells us of himſelf, The world alf 
be crucified unto him, and he unta the world. _ 
Tam x ſenſible, that theſe things will hare no ſuch - 
effe& upon the enemies of the goſpel, who diſbeliere- 
them, or upon. thoſe Chriltians, if they deſerve the. 
name, who diſguiſe, explain away, or give up the ſa» 
C.2.. 
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4. Zech. Xii. 10. * Gal. vi, 14s - 
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tis faction of Chriſt ; or even thoſe who have a ſtrong 
tinQure of a legal ſpirit, and are for contributing ſome- - 
what toward their acceptance with God, by their own 
merit, and defective obedience. Such cannot reliſh theſe 
ſentiments; and therefore it may ſecm improper, in rea- 


ſoning againſt enemies, to bring them at all in view; 


But let it be remembred, that however little many be- 
leve ſuch things, they may yet perceive, if they will 
attend to it, their natural operation. upon thoſe who 
&o believe them. And let any modern adept in the 
ſcience of morals ſhew in his account of the founda- 
non of - morality, and the nature of obligation, any 
thing that hath a force or influence equal to this: or, 
will the nominal ſH-righteous Chriſtian, who thinks 
Chriſt ooly made up ſome little wants which he finds 
in himſelf, or that his death had only ſome general 
expedicncy i in it, ever be equally tender in his Prac- 
tice, with him who ſees ſo much of the purity of the 
law of God, and his deteſtation of fin, as to eſteem 


all his own rightcouſneſſes but as filthy rags, and 


bottoms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the per- 
fe righteouſneſs of his Redeemer ? 

In the third place, He who expects juſtification on- 
ly through the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, has 
the moſt awful views of the danger of fin, He not 
only ſees the obligation and purity of the law, but the 
ſeverity of its ſanction. It is a fear of wrath from 
the avenger of blood, that perſuades him to fly to the 
city of refuge. And if we compare the ſentiments 

of others wigh his, either the SOREN . Fl careleſs 


IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 2g 
and blinded world, or thoſe who act upon contrary 
principles, and a different ſyſtem from that which- we 
are now defending, we ſhall find, that not one of them 
hath ſuch apprehenſions of the wrath and vengeance 
of God due on the account of fin, as the convinced. 
fnner, who flies to the propitiation of Chriſt for deli- 
verance and reſcue, | 


I am very ſenſible, that many readers will be ready 
to challenge this argument as preſſed into the ſervice;-- 
and wholly improper upon my ſcheme: they will ſup- 
poſe, that every believer, in conſequence of his faith 
in Chriſt, is ſcreened from the penalty of the law, and 
ſheltered from the ſtroke of divine juſtice ; he is theres 
fore no more under this fear; and its being no more a 
motive of ation, in the future part of his conduct, is 


the very ground of the objechon I am attempting to 


remove. This is no doubt plauſible; but ler it be 
remembred, in what way-it is that believers are fred 
from their apprehenſions of the wrath of God; it is 
by their acceptance of his mercy thro” faith in Chriſt, 
Before the application of this remedy, they ſaw them 
ſelves the children of wrath, and heirs of hell; and 
they ſtill believe, that every fin deſeryes the wrath of 
God, both in this life, and that which is to come. 
Will they therefore re-incur the danger from which 
they have ſo lately eſcaped, and of which they had ſo. 
terrible a view? will they do ſo voluntarily, even 
although they know the remedy to be (till at hand, ſtill. 
ready to be applied, and certainly effectual? Suppoſe 
any perſon had been upon the very point of periſhing . 
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in a violent. and rapid ſtream; and ſaved when his 
ſtrength was well nigh' exhauſted, by the happy inter- 
vention of a tender-hearted paſſenger, would he volun- 
tarily plunge himſelf again into the flood, even altho' 
he knew his deliverer were ſtanding by, ready for his 
relief? This ſuppoſition ĩs quite unnatural; and it is 
equally ſo, to imagine, that one ſaved from divine 
wrath will immediately repeat the provocation, even 
whilſt he trembles at the thoughts of the miſcry of 
that ſtate from which he had been ſo lately delivered. 


Let us only conſider the ſtrong ſenſe which a be- 
Bever uſually ſhews of the danger of others in an un- 
converted ſtate, from a perſuaſion of their being un- 
der the wrath-of God. He warns them, intreats them, 
pities them, and prays for them. He would not ex- 
change with any one of them, a priſon for a palace, 
or a ſcaffold for. a throne. How then ſhould he de 
ſuppoſed to follow them in their praQtice, ane there 
by to return to their ſtate 2. 


But perhaps, here PEE be urged, that this 
is improper z.. becauſe, according to the principles of 
the aſſertors of imputed righteouſneſs, a believer, be- 
ing once in a juſtified ſtate, cannot fall from grace; 
and therefore his ſins do not deſerve wrath; and ho 
himſelf muſt have, from this pet ſuaſion, a ſtrong confi- 
dence that, be what they will, they cannot have ſuch. 
an effect: and accordingly ſome have expreſly affirm- 


ed, that the future ſins of the elect are forgiven, as 
uelll as their paſt, at their convetſion; nay, ſome, 


n 
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that they are juſtified from all eternity, that God doth 
not ſee ſin in a believer, that his afflictions are not 
puniſhments, and other things of the like nature, Now, 
tho' I muſt confeſs I look upon theſe expreſſions, and 
many more to be found in certain writers, whatever 
gloſſes they may put upon them, as unguarded and 
antiſcriptural; yet, not to enter into the controverſy 
at all, T-ſappoſe it will be acknowledged by all with- 
out exception, that a believer's ſecurity, and the im- 
poſſibility of his falling from grace, is a ſecurity of not 


ſinning, that is, of not being under the dominion of 


ſin, . as much as, or rather in order to his ſecurity of 
deliverance from the wrath of God. His pardon is 
ſure; but this ſecurity is only hypothetical, becauſe his 
faith and holineſs are ſecured by the promiſe of God: 

ſo that, to ſuppoſe a perſon .to ſin.without reſtraint, 
by means of this perſuaſion, that his ſalvation is ſe- 
cured by his firſt acceptance of Chriſt, is a ſuppoſition 
ſelf-contradiftory. However ſtrongly any man may 
aſſert that a believer's ſalvation is ſecure, he will nor 
ſcruple at the ſame time to acknowledge, that if ſuch 
believer ſhould fin wilfully and habitually, and conti- 
nue to do ſo, he would be damned; but he will deny, 


that any ſuch caſe ever did, or ever can poſſibly hap- 
pen“. | 


Indeed there can be nothing more unfair, than to take one 
part of a man's belief, and thence argue againſt another part, up- 
on which the firſt is expreſly founded. If I ſhould fay, I am 
confident I ſhall never be drowned in a certain river, becauſe I 
am reſolved never to.croſs it at. all; would ĩt not be abſurd to 
teaſon thus; here is a man who hath a perſuaſion he will never 
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The objection mult ſurely appear ſtrongeſt upon the 
Principles of thoſe, who make the nature of faith to 
conſiſt in a belief, that Chriſt died for themſelves in 
particular, or of their own perſonal intereſt in him, 
and the pardon and life which he hath purchaſed, there- 
by making aſſurance eſſential to it. Yet even theſe 
will not deny that their faith is not always equally 
ſtrong, and that their aſſurance is ſometimes interrup- 
ted with doubts and fears. Now, what is the cauſe of 
- theſe doubts, and this uncertainty ? is it not always 
ſin more directly, or by conſequence ? So that fin ren- 
ders their faith doubtful, which is the very ſame thing 
.-with putting them in fear concerning their future ſtate, 
Indeed it is not more ſure that our Redeemer invites 
all weary heavy-laden ſinners to come unto him, that 
they may find reſt, than it is that the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God. So that every in- 
ſtance of voluntary ſin, muſt throw back the believer 
(atleaſt as to his own ſentiments) into his former ſtate, 
till he be again reſtored by faith and repentance. 


From this I think it evidently appears, that the mo- 
. "tive of the danger of fin is not weakned, but hath its 
full force upon thoſe who expect juſtification by the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And, if it is not 
weakned, it muſt be ſtrengthned by this perſuaſion, 
fince, as I have ſhewn above, none have ſo deep a ſenſe 
of the obligation of the law, and the evil of fin, and 


be drowned in this river; therefore he will be ſurely very head- 
Qrong and fool-hardy in fording it when it overflows its banks, 
which is contrary to the very foundation of my ſecurity? 
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by eonſequence none can have ſo great a fear of its 
awful ſanction. And that this is agreeable to ſcrip- 
ture, might be ſhown at great length, where the put- 
ting their right to the favour of God and cternal life 
more and more beyond all doubt-and queſtion, is re- 
commended to belieyers as an object of their care and 
diligence. Thus ſays the apoſtle to the Hebrews , 
And we defire that every one of you do ſhew the ſame” 
diligence, to the full aſſurance bope unto the end. 


And the apoſtle Peter, after a long enumeration of the - 


graces of the Chriſtan life, ſays +, Wherefore the ra- 
ther brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 


election ſure.” Nay, the fear of wrath, and of finally 


periſhing, is repreſented by the apoſtle Paul himſelf, - 


as one view, at leaſt, which habitually influenced his 
own conduct ; But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into ſubjedtion, leſt that by any means, when I have 
preached-to others,. I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away.. 


In the fourth place, Thoſe who expect juſtification 
by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, have the high- 
eſt ſenſe of the purity and holineſs of the diyine na- 
ture; and therefore mult be under an habitual convic- 
tion of the neceſſity of purity, in otder to fit them for 
bis preſence and enjoyment, If this doctrine, in its 
main deſign, or by any of its eſſential parts, bad a 
tendency to repreſent God, (I will not ſay as delight- 
ing in fin, but) as eaſy to be pacified towards it, Ppal- 
fog it A with "als notice, and * it but very 
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flightly, there might be ſome pretence for drawing tlie 
Concluſion complained of from it. For I think it may 
be allowed as # maxim, that as is the God, ſo are his 
worſhippers, if they ſerve him in earneſt, Whatever 
views they have of the object of their eſteem and wor · 
ſhip, they will endeavour to form themſelves to the 
| fame character. But if, om the contrary, this · doctrine 
preſerves the purity of God entire; nay, if it gives us 
{till more ſtrong, awful and ſtriking views of itz it can 
never encourage ſuch as believe it, in the practice of 
8 


But that this is the caſe wich all ſuch es believe and 
underſtand the doctrine of juſtification by the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, may be: demonſtrated in the 
eleareſt manner. It might indeed be. ſhewn from a 
great variety of arguments founded upon. the media- 
tion of Chriſt : at preſent I ſhall mention but two, the 
propriety of which, and their relation to the ſubject 
in hand, every one muſt immediately perceive. In 

the firſt place, That Chriſt behoved to ſuffer-by divine 
appointment for the expiation of fin,” is not only equal 
with, but ſtronger than, all other evidences of the pu- 
ity of God; and his abhorrence of fin. It. is an event 
of the molt ſtriking and aſtoniſhing nature, every re- 
flexion upon which overwhelms, the mind, that the 
eternal and only begotten Son of God ſhould aſſume 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and ſtand in the room af 
finners: even tho' the merited puniſhment had been 
zafliced upon tlie offenders themſelves, it would not 
Þave been ſuch a proof of the purity of God. Here, 
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even when he is inclined to mercy, its exerciſe is ob. 
{traced till juſtice is. ſatisſied. Can any one conſider 
this without being deeply convinced, that. he is a God 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and with whom 
untighteouſneſs can have no communion 2} will any; 
after ſuch views, hope for his favour, while they re- 
tain the love of fin, or expect to dwell in his preſence 
while. tliey continue ſtained. with its pollution? 


The ſame thing muſt alſo carry convincing evidence 
with it, that to fuppoſe Chrift to have bought an im- 
punity to ſinners, and procured them a licenſe to ofs. 
fend, is ſelf*comtradi&tory, and altogether inconſiſtent 
with the wiſdom and -uniformity of the divine govern- 
ment: that he never could hate fin ſo much before, 
and love it after the ſufferings of Chriſt; that be could 
not find it neceſſary to puniſh it ſo ſeverely in the 
ſurety, and yet afterwards love and bear with it in 
thoſe for whom that ſurety ſatisfied. Not only may 
this be clearly eſtabliſhed by reaſon and argument, but 
it muſt be immediately felt by every one who ſces the 
neceſlity of the atonement of their Redeemer, They 
will be ſo far from taking a liberty to ſin, that, on the 
contrary, they will be ready to ery out, who can tand 
before this holy Lord God“? Accordingly we ſhall find 


lt is a certain fact, that the number of perſons under dif. 
trefs of mind by per plexing doubts, or anxious fears, concerning 
their future (tate, is incomparably greater amongſt the friends 
than the enemies of this doctrine. By this I do not at all mean 
Wat either their doubts are dutiful, or their fears defirabie. Such 


A ſſate it to be looked upon as the fruit of their own: weakne 
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in experience, that none are more ready to call if. 
queſtion the integrity of their own character; none 
more ready to fear the effects of the fins that cleave to 
them, as unfitting them for the divine preſence, than 
fach as' truſt ſolely in the merits of Chriſt for their ac- 
2 with; . 


The fecond thing I propoſed to mention in the doe- 
trine of Chriſt's mediation, which ſhews- the purity 
of the divine nature, is our continued approach to 
God by him as an interceſſor and advocate. It con- 
tributes to keep continually upon our minds a ſenſe of 
the divine holineſs and purity, and of our own un- 
worthineſs, that we are not permitted to approach him 
but by the interceſſion of another. Such a conduct in 
human affairs, properly ſerves to ſhew dignity and 
greatneſs on the one part, diſtance and unworthineſs 
on the other. The ſame conduct then in God towards 
us, doth it not convince us, that he muſt be ſanctiſied 
of all them that draw pear to him? And, whilſt it 
makes imputed righteouſneſs the condition, plainly 
ſhows the neceſſity of inherent holineſs, as a qualiſica- 
tion in our approaches to his throne. Suppoſe an 
earthly prince were to be addreſſed. by two different 


and imperfeQtion, and as a chaſtiſement from a wiſe and gracions 
God, either more immediately for correcting their ſins, or for 
the trial, illuſtration and perfeQting of their grace and virtue; 
but its being more common among thoſe who believe in Chriſt's 
imputed righteouſneſs, than others, is a plain proof that this 
doctrine doth not naturally tend to inſpire any with an REY 
* or a ſecure and flothful preſum ok 
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perſons, one who thought he had a title upon his own 
merit to make an immediate application, and another 
who could not approach him without one nearly rela- 
ted to him, and in high favour at court, to procure 
his admiſſion, and to back his requeſt ; -which of theſe 
would probably be moſt reſpectful to his ſovereign, 
and moſt ſollicitous to avoid giving offence by his con- 
duct? Surely the latter: and ſo it is always with the 
humble, mortified believer, who counts all things 
but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift 


Jeſus“. 


In the fifth place, Thoſe who expect juſtiſication 
by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be in- 
duced to obedience, in the ſtrongeſt manner, by the 
liberal and ingenuous motive of gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs to God. That it is the native and genuine ex- 
preſſion of gratitude to God, to live a pure and holy 
liſe, I ſuppoſe will hardly be denied: at leaſt, this 
the ſeriptures repieſent as pleaſing him, ſerving him, 
doing his will, honouring him. It is indeed extreme- 
ly difficult to conceive, how God Almighty, and all- 
ſufficieat, ſhould be at all affected with our conduct, 
either good or bad: it ſeems to be improper to ſay, 
that he can be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with our actions, 
or that he hath any intereſt at ſtake. Nothing, to be 
ſure, can be more weak and impotent, than the inju- 
ries offered, or the aſſaults made upon him by created 
beings. As his nature is without variableneſs or ſha } 
-D 


Philip. iii. 8. 
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dow of turning, ſo his happineſs is ſuch, as can nci. 
ther be increaſed nor impaired, And yet, in this way, 
he himſelf hath taught us to conceive of the matter, 
that holineſs is not. only an imitation of his character, 
but obedience to his will; and -its contrary a tranſ- 
greſſion of his law. Theſe have been the ſentiments 
of all nations without exception; and, after the ut- 
moſt efforts we can make to exempt him in our minds 
from all human paſſions or afſections, of joy, anger, 
or diſpleaſure, we cannot help conſidering it ſtill as 
proper to ſay, ſuch a courſe of life is agreeable, and 
ſuch another is diſpleaſing to God, and will provoke 
his wrath, 


Is not gratitude then a principle of action that wil 
be powerful and operative? Mankind in general bear 
witneſs to this as they have agreed in all ages; to 
brand ingratitude with the blackeſt mark of infamy, 

and to reckon it among the moſt atrocious of crimes. 
And indeed we find by experience, that it is compa- 
Tatively ſtronger, for the moſt part, than the oppoſite 
motives of force or fear. There is a ſort of natural 
tendency in man to reſiſt violence, and refuſe-ſubmif- 
ſion to authority, whilſt they may be won by favours, 
and melted to thankfulneſs and gratitude by kindneſs 
and love : at leaſt, this will apply perfeMly to the 
preſent caſe, where the bare outward performance, 
(which may indeed be the effect of fear) will not be 
accepted without the inclination of the will. A ſla- 
viſh dread both leſſens the degree, and debaſes the na- 
ture of that obedience we might eſſay to perform. 


- 


IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 39 


This is an univerſal principle; and, in particular, while 
the law of God ſtands in its force and rigour, as a co- 
venant of works, threatning death without hope of 
mercy, againſt every tranſgreſſion, it begets a deſpon- 
dent ſloth, and, at beſt, ſerves only to diſcover our ſin 
and miſery;: nay, as the apoltle Paul! ſtrongly and 
jaltly reaſ6ns, it renders our corrupt affections more 
inflamed and violent by reſtraint z * Nay, I had not 
known fin, but by the law ; for I had known luft, 
except the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet, &c. 
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But let us now compleat this argument, by ſhew-" 
ing, that a believer in Chriſt is under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations, from gratitude, to do the will of God: and» 
how many conſiderations concur in ſhewing this? The 
unſpeakable greatneſs of the bleſſings he receives, no 
leſs than deliverance from everlaſting miſery and an- 
guiſh, and a right to everlaſting glory and happineſs. 
— The infinite and affecting condeſcenſion of the great 

and glorious Giver, who, in mercy to thoſe who could 
not profit him at all, but, on the contrary, had highly 
provoked him, laid help for them upon one who is- 
mighty to ſave. —The aſtoniſhing mean employed in 
this deſign, viz. God's not ſparing even hit un Sen, 
but delivering him. up for ur all. Well might the a - 
poltle John ſay *, God SO loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever belicveth in 
bim ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting life But, 
above all, the ſenſe which he himſelf hath of his miſe- 
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vy and wretchedneſs. Nothing can be more dreadfal: 
than the apprehenſions which a convinced ſinner hath 
of his own ſtate : what, and how ſtrong then muſt 
his ſenſe of gratitude be, to him who hath given his 
Son, and him who was given himſelf, for the purchaſe 
of his pardon ? with what earneſtnefs will he ſeek 
after, and with what cheerfulnefs will he embrace, e- 
very opportunity of teſtifying his thankfulneſs 2 will 
not the name of his Redeemer be precious, even 4: 
eintment poured forth; Ins laws delightful to bim, 
and his honour dear? | 


It is proper to obſerve here, that the fingle view of 
the bleſſings of divine goodneſs, which muſt have the 
Nrongeſt influence in leading us to a gratcful reſent- 
ment of them, is intirely peculiar to fach as expect 
Jaſtification thro* the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 
For, tho*there are other claſſes of Chriſtians who pre- 
tend to diſclaim the belief of any merit in man, it 
would be no difficult matter to ſhew, that there are 
none who do not, by their profeſſed principles, or 
their uſual langnage, ſuppoſe it, excepting thoſe de- 
Fribed'in the beginning of this diſcourſe. And ſuch 
not only believe his mercy to be unmerited, but that 
they have juſtly deferved his wrath and indignation, 
may, and that they continually do fo, even in their 
belt ſtate 3 their pureſt and holieſt actions having ſuch 
fins attending them, or ſuch a mixture and alloy of 
wnholincſs and impurity in them, as, if they were 


_ IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 4 


weighed in the exact balance of juſtice,. would be ſuf. 
ſcient to procure their total rejection. 


In how ſtrong a light is this repreſented by the ſa- 
ercd writers; and how powerful does its operation ap- 
pear to be upon themſelves? They ſeem penetrated 
and poſſeſt with a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, and of 
God in him, as having ſinners for its object. Thus 
the apoſtle Paul reaſons 3 For ſcarcely fer a righteous 
man will one die, yet, peradventure,. for a good man 
fome would even dare to die. But God commendeth- 
bis love towards us, in that while we were yet ſinuers, 
Chriſt died for us. And again, I when we were 
enemies, wwe were reconciled to God by the death of bis 
Son f. What a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt is diſco». 
poltle! That Chrift may dwell in your bearts by faith; 
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able. 
to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth and 
length, and depth, and height ; and to know the love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth- knowledge t. The other is, 
| If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be: 


Anathema Maranatha 5; than which nothing could 


more ſtrongly expreſs his own ſenſe of the obligation.. 
It deſerves notice alſo, that the inſpired wnite:s do. 
often repreſent it as one of the ſtrongeſt arguments 


againſt ſin, that it is a reproach and diſhonour brought 


upon our Redeemer. and Lord, For many walk, of 


Rom v. 7,8. + Rom. v. 10. Þ Eph. iii. 17, 18, 1% 
$ 1 Cox. xvi. 22. 
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whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are enemies of the croſs of Chriſt x. 
Seeing they crucify to themſelves the Son of God a- 
Sreſh, and put him to an open ſhame F. 


I I mult again upon this, as upon a former branch of 
the ſubject, obſerve, That, no doubt, ſuch arguments as 
theſe, will have little or no effect upon thoſe who have 
but an imperfedt belief of them, which, it is to be fear- 
ed, is the caſe with not a few who go under the name 
of Chriſtian, But, is it not very evident, that they 
muſt have the ſtrongeſt imaginable inflgence upon all 
ſach as are acted by a lively faith in the doctrine of 
redemption ? They mult ſee themſelves indebted to 
the undeſerved mercy and love of God for favours of 
infinite yalue ; and therefore muſt certainly endeavour 
to expreſs their gratitude by an-intire conſecration of 
their lives to their bene factor a ſervice. 


This leads me to obſerve in the 6th and laſt place, 
Fhat thoſe who expect juſtification by the imputed” 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be poſſeſt of a ſupreme 
or ſuperlative love to God, which ĩs not only the ſource 
and principle, but the very ſum and ſabſtance, nay, 
the perfection of holineſs. That thoſe who believe in 
and hope to be accepted, and finally ſaved, thro' the 
imputed rigtiteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be poſſeſſed of 
a ſupreme love to God, appears from what hath been 
already ſaid upon the ſubje& of gratitude. Love is 


Philip. iii, 18. + Heb. vi. 6. 
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the moſt powerful mean of begetting love. Thus 
ſays the apoſtle John, We have known and believed 
the love that God hath unto us:; God is love*, And 
a little after, We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us t. 
The infinite. and unipeakable mercies which he. hath 
beſtowed on us, with all the circumſtances attending 
them, the means and manner of their conveyance, 
which have been hinted at above, muſt neceſſaril y 
excite the moſt ardent love in return, and every pro- 
per expreſſion of it. This is their immediate and 
natural, nay, this is their neceſſary and unavoidable 
effect. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, be- 
caufe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead; and that he died for all, that they 
 ewhich live ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him which died for them, and roſe again |. 


Tf any ſhall think proper to aſſert, That favours be- 
ſtowed are not to be conſidered as the true and formal 
cauſes of love, but the excellence and amiable quali- 


ties of the object. Thus, for example, ſuppoſing any 


perſon of a character juſtly hateful in itſelf, from ca- 


price, ſelf. intereſt, or any other ſiniſter motive, to | 
beſtow many ſignal favours upon another, the beneſi- 
ciary might receive, and delight in the favours, with- 


out eſteeming, nay, even when he could not eſteem, 
the giver, If this is conſidered as an objection againſt 
what I have juft now ſaid, and the concluſiveneſs of 
the argument to be founded upon it; I offer the two 


1 John ir. 16. f 1 John iv. 19. 2 Cor. v. 14 
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44 VINDICATION or 
following anſwers to it. 1ſt, That in the account gi- 
ven in ſcripture of the redemption of the world by 
the ſubſtitution of a Saviour, and the juſtification of 
ſinners by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, there 
is the brighteſt diſplay of all the divine perfections. 
The almighty power, the unſearchable wiſdom, the 
boundleſs goodneſs, the inflexible juſtice, and invio- 
lable truth of God, ſhine in this great deſign, with u- 
nited ſplendour. Every attribute, that can in rea ſon 


claim our veneration and eſteem, as well as our thank. 


fulneſs and gratitude, is here to be ſeen, Even theſe 
perfections of juſtice and mercy (which I will not call 
jarring attributes, as ſome too harſhly do, but) which 
ſeem to reſtrain and limit each other in their exerciſe, 
we jointly illuſtrated, and ſhine more brightly by their 


union, than they could have done ſeparately ; and, at 
the ſame time, the purity and holineſs of the Divine 


Nature, which is the ſum of them all, is deeply im- 
preſſed upon the mind. So that here is every thing 
that can produce love; worth, and excellence to me- 
rit it, love and kindneſs to excite and raiſe it. From 


this it evidently appears, that he who believes in the 
-imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, mult have a ſuper- 
lative love of God, 


But 2dly, Leſt it ſhould be ſaid, that many have 


not this view of the doctrine in queſtion, as honour- 
able to God, and repreſenting himin an amiable light, 
but the contrary; I obſerve, that there muſt have been 


a diſcovery of the glory of God, as ſhining in this plan 


- of falyation, to all who cordially embrace it. Nothing 
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elſe could induce them to do ſo, If its enemies do 
not ſee this, and therefore ſet themſelves againſt it 
this confirms the different and honourable ſentiments 
entertained by its friends: ſo that even ſuppoſing (what 
we will neyer grant) that this view of the amiableneſs 
of the Divine Nature, as repreſented in the goſpel, 
were not well founded ; - yet, doubtleſs it is the view 
of thoſe who count all things but leſs, for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt *, and glory in 
nothing but f cro/5. 


The truth is, notwithſtanding any cavilling objecti- 
ons that may be raiſed againſt it, many favours re- 
ceived by one to whom they are abſolutely neceſſary, 
and by whom they are infinitely prized, mult naturally 
and neceflanly produce love. This will be reckoned -- 
a firſt principle, by every unprejudiced mind ; and it - 
is always ſuppoſed in the holy ſcriptures, where the 
ſaints are repreſented as under the habitual and power- 7 
ful impreſſion of love to God, for his love to them ma- 
nifeſted in their redemption. Thus ſays the apoſtle 
Paul, For I am perſuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor beighth, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Je- 
fo: our Lord. 


n Now, is there any thing more neceſſary to ſhow, 
that thoſe who believe and truſt in the imputed nigh 
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ad „ Philip. ill, 8, 
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teouſneſs of Chriſt muſt be holy in their lives, than 
their being under the influence of a ſupreme love to 
"God? Is not this the firſt and great commandment of 
the law, Thou /halt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy 
mind ; Ts not this a never-failing ſource of uni- 
verſal obedience ? as they love God, will they not 
Tove their brethren alſo: the very worſt of men, be- 
cauſe they are the creatures of God; and the righte- 
ous more eſpecially, becauſe they are his faints, his 
choſen ones ? can they love God ſupremely, and yet 
voluntarily diſpleaſe him, breaking his commandments, 
or reſiſting his deſigns? We know that love hath a 


quite different effect, in every other and inferior in- 


ſtance, endearing to us every thing related to the 
perſon who poſſeſſes our eſteem and affection: how 
then can it be ſuppoſed ſo prepoſterous in this ſingle 


<aſe, when it is fixed on the greateſt, and the beſt of | 
objects? 


It is a received maxim, That there can be no true 
Jove, where there is not ſome likeneſs and conformity 
of nature and diſpoſition to the object beloved, and 
an endeavour after more. And this is a maxim that 
will in no caſe hold more infallibly, than in moral ſub- 
Jes. It is impoſſible that we can love purity, if 


ourſelves are impure ; nay, it is even impoſſible that 


we can underſtand it. Tho? an unholy perſon may 
have a very penetrating genius and capacity, may think 


t Matth. xxii, 37: 
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acutely, and perhaps reaſon juſtly upon many, or moſt 
of the natural attributes of God, he can neither per- 
ceive nor admire his moral excellence. Inſtead of 
perceiving the glory of God as infinitely holy, he hates, 
and ſets himſelf to oppoſe this part of his character, 
or to ſubſtitute ſomething quite different in its room *. 
Or, if we can ſuppoſe him able, or from any particu- 
lar reaſon inclined, to tell the truth, as to what God 
is, he can never diſcern or feel his glory and beauty 
in being ſuch. For why, he himſelf is unholy, that 
is to fay, in other words, he ſupremely loves, and 
hath- his affections habitually fixed upon ſomething 
that is not God, ſomething that is contrary to God's 
nature, and a breach of his law. 


Leet us continue to reflect a few moments upon this 
ſubject, which is of great importance, varying a little 
the light in which it is viewed. Let us conſider what 
zs meant by a ſupreme and ſuperlative love to God. 
Theſe words mult have a meaning. It is not a ſu- 


* 


— 


This is the true reaſon why many ſo warmly oppoſe God's 
vindictive juſtice, and that in the face of divers awful examples 
of it, even in the preſent.partial and imperfect diſpenſation. 
That there are many marks of God's diſpleaſure againſt ſin, 
even in that part of his government which is at preſent ſub. 
jected to our view, and alſo diſtin warnings of a ſtricter rec- 
koning to come, I ſhould think, might be, to an impartial per- 
fn, paſt all doubt: and yet, this is derided and denied by many, 
merely becauſe they can never think that a perfeQion in the 
Divine Nature, for which they have no. love or eſteem in their 
own hearts. All whe love God, then, muſt be like him; and 
even thoſe who will not be what he really is, are always ſtrong- 
Iy inclined, at leaſt, to ſuppoſe him what they themfelves are. 


* 


: = =} 
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preme love of a certain nature, or perſon, called God, 
whom no man hath ſeen, and of whom we know no 
more but the name. In this caſe the old maxim would 
hold, Ignoti nulla cupido; there can be no affection, of 
cither love or hatred, towards an object wholly un- 
known. A ſupreme love of God therefore, where it 
really hath place in any heart, muſt mean the love of 
a character in ſome meaſure underſtood, tho? not fully 
comprehended. In ſhort, according to the ſcriptures, 
it is a ſupreme love of the ſource and pattern of mo- 
ral excellence, of-a Being of infinite holineſs and pu- 
- rity, with whom evil cannot dwell. Is not this, in 
truth and reality, the love of holineſs itſelf, the ſu- 
preme love of it? Can we love holineſs then, and 
not aſpire after it? can we love it, and not endea- 
your to practiſe it? nay, can we love it, and not poſ- 
ſeſs it? can we love holineſs ſupremely, and live in 
fin habitually ? it is the groſſeſt contradiction, che 
moſt abſolute impoſſibility, There is then a diame- 
trical oppoſition between the love of God, and the 
ſervice of ſin, To ſuppoſe them conſiſtent, would 
be ſuppoſing, that the tendency of the heart and af- 
fections might be oppoſite to the courſe of the life, 
or ſupremely fixed upon two things mutually deſtrue- 
tive of each other, contrary to which our Saviour juſt- 
ly affirms, That uo man can ſerve two maſters : for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. 
Te cannot ſerve God and mammon *, 


— 


** 
— — 


— 
—— — 


rr 
; 


—. 
_— -- - 


— D a> 2 Is 
re og n 1 


— ets 


— 
CY — 


5 | 
| 
| 
| 


zz Ca onus. a MPF ATED... 


Matth. vi. 24, 


TMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS, wy 


„Once more, Is not the love of God, I mean, the 
ſupreme love of God, preciſely what is meant by holt- 

neſs? It is not only an evidence of it, not only a. 
ſource of it, not only an important branch, but the 
ſum and perfe&ion of it. For what is ſin in the heart, 
of which all evil actions are but the fruits and expreſ- 
ſions, and from which they derive their malignity and 
contrariety to the divine will ? is it not the love and 
purſuit of inferior objects on their oun account, and 
giving them that place in our affections, which is due 
only to God ? All fins, of whatever kind, may be ca- 
fily reduced to this, and ſhown to be nothing elle, but 
the alienation and eſtrangement of our heart and af- 
fections from God, to whom alone they are due, which, 
in ſo far as it prevails, neceſſarily occafions a miſap- 
plication of every faculty of our minds, and of every 


member of our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the 


whole man. But whoever loves God above all, and 
places his chief happineſs and delight in him, is truly 
holy; not only will be ſo, as the effect, but really is 
ſo, by the poſſeſſion of this diſpoſition. In propor- 
tion as this love is increaſed and ſtrengthned, his 
ſanctiſication is carried on; and when it is compleat 
and triumphant, entirely free from the mixture of any 
baſer paſſion, be is perfect in holineſs, 


It may probably occur to fome readers, that this 
reaſoning will not accord with the accounts given by 
many moderns of the nature and foundation of virtue. 
Some found it upon the preſent prevailing tendency 
of our own diſpoſitions, and make it point directly and 
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immediately at our own happineſs ; others found it 
upon our -connexions with our fellow-creatures in this 
ſtate, and make it conſiſt in benevolence of heart, and 
beneficence in action; others again, who approach 
nearer the truth, but without preciſion, ſtile it an act- 
ing towards every object, according to reaſon, and the 
nature of things. Upon any of theſe ſchemes, the 
connexion, or rather coincidence, above-alledged, be- 
tween the love of God, and virtue, or moral excel- 
lence, does not ſo clearly appear. This indeed ſeems 
to me the great defect of theſe accounts of the nature 
and foundation of. virtue, that they keep our relation 
and obligations to God at a diſtance at leaſt, and much 
out of view. But as this is the firſt commandment of 
the law which God hathrevealcd to man for his obe- 
dience, Thou ſhalt love the Lord with all thy heart, 
with all thy Rrength, and with all thy mind; fo, 
upon a fair and juſt examination, the ſupreme love of 
God will be found the moſt conſiſtent and rational ac- 
count of the nature of virtue, and the true ſource from 
which all other virtues, that are not ſpurious, mult 
take their riſe, and from which they derive their force 
and obligation: it is founded not only upon the rela- 
tion of creatures to their Creator, but upon the inhe- 
Tent excellence of the Divine Nature, For ſuppoſing 
(what will ſcarcely be denied) that God may be at all 
e object of our eſteem and love, it is plain, that we 
ought to haye the higheſt eſteem for the higheſt excel- 
lence, a ſupreme love for what is infinitely: amiable ; 
and if our affections do in any meaſure preſer what is 
leis to what is more worthy, they muſt be, in that 
proportion, wrong and miſplaced, 
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IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 51 
As to ſome of the phraſes (for they are no more) 
which come into repute together, or in ſucceſhon one 
after another, to "expreſs the riſe and foundation of 
virtue, ſuch as a fenſe of beauty, of harmony, of ors 
der and proportion: this is no explication of the mat. 
ter at all; it ĩs only transferring the language uſed with 
reſpect to ſenſible objects, to ethics or morality, in 
which it muſt be underſtood figuratively. That there 
is me analogy between thoſe ſubjects and morality, 
may be eaſily confeſſed; bur there are few different ſubs 
jects in nature, between which as ſtrong, or a ſtronger, 
analogy may not be traced. For example, how eaſy 
would it be to reduce all notions of morality, nay: 
indeed all notions of beauty in painting, or harmony 
in muſic, to truth and reality, in oppoſition ta falſer 
hood? Mola ſtom's Religion of Nature Delineated is 
an example of this, in which he reſolves the morality, 
or immorality, of every action, into the truth or falſe- 
| hood of a propofition. And, whoever reads the book 
vill, 1 dare ſay, be ſenſible, that it is juſt as natural 
and proper, as a certain noble author's rhapſodies upon 
beauty and harmony. In ſhort, it were eaſy toſhew, 
that none of the accounts given of the nature of virtue: 
have any meaning, truth or force in them, but in ſo 
far as they are founded upon, or coincident with, that 
which L — above given from the word of God 1. 
E 2 


+ There is one late writer David Hume, Efq; who, it muſt 
be confeſſed, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex- 
traordinary account of the nature of virtue I have taken no 
notice above of his principles, if they may be called fo, becauſe 
1 think both him and them wortby ef the higheſt contempt, 
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2  VINDICATION or 
Thus I have ſhown, that thoſe who believe the 
doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs mult be molt holy 

I. their lixes; that the obligations to obedience are 
not weakned, but ſtrengtbned and confirmed by it: 


and would have diſdained to have made mention of his name, 
bat that it affords me an opportunity of «expreſſing my ſenſe 
of the wrong meaſures taken by many worthy and able men, 
who, in ſermons- and other diſcourſes, give grave and ſerious 
anſwers to his writings, As to bimſelf, That man mult be 
beyond the reach of conviction by reaſoning; who is capable of 
ſuch an inſult upon reaſon itſelf, and human nature, as to rank 
all natural-advantages, mental and corporeal, among the vir- 
tues, and their contraries among the vices. Thus he hath ex. 
preſly named Wit, Genius, Health, Cleanlineſs, Taper Legs, 
and Broad Shoulders among his virtues ; diſeaſes he alſo makes 
vices; and conſiſtently enough, indeed, takes notice of the in- 
fectious nature of ſome diſeaſes, which, I ſuppoſe, he reckons 
an aggravation of the crime. And, as to mankind in general, 
if they wete at that paſs as to- need a refutation of ſuch non- 
ſenſe, as well as impicty, it would be in vain to reaſon with 
them at all. If I were to contrive an anſwer to this writer, 
It would be a viſible, inſtead of a legible- anſwer -: it would be 
_ $o..cmploy a painter to make à portrait of him from the life; 
to encompals bim with a few Hieroglyphics, which it would 
notbe difficult to deviſe; to inſcribe upon his breaſt theſe words, 
HEALTH,:.CLEANLINESS; and BROAD SHOULDERS; 
and put the following ſentence in his mouth, which he hath a- 
dopted from a French author, FEMALE INFIDELITY when 
I is hum is a ſmall matter, and when it is not known, is nothing» 
This would be very proper when applied to his u ritings, who, 
as well as his friend and coadjntor without a name, makes 
our moſt important reaſonings upon many ſubjefs to reſt ultimately 
- upon ſenſe aud feeling. It is probable ſome over delicate perſons 
will think this is not treating him with ſufficient decency ; but 
till there be a plan agreed upon, of the meaſures of decency 
due from infidels to Chriſtians, and from Chriſtians to infidels, 
whether he does not deſerve far worſe treatment from any who 
| believes the golpel, I leave to the judgment of thoſe. who will. 
read his writings. | 
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This any impartial perſon may be convinced of, who 
will reflect, that it is hardly poſſible to conceive ag 
obligation to duty, of- any kind, which may not be 
reduced to one or other of thoſe above · named: and, 
if I am not miſtaken, none of them can operate ſo 


ſtrongly upon any other ſcheme, as upon that which 


is here eſpouſed, and which is ſo-cvideatly founded. 
upon the ee of truth, - 5 


. There is however one 8 conſideration, which 
it * be wrong to omit, in ſhewing the friendly 
influence of this doctrine upon holineſs of life, altho” 
it doth not ſo propeily fall under the notion of a dir 
rect obligatigaaahat is, the great encouragement given 
init to the ſtudy of purity and holineſs by the proſpect 
of ſucceſs. Deſpair of ſucceſs cuts the finews of dili- 
gence in every enterprize, And particularly upon the 
ſubject of religion, nothing more effeQually enervates 
our-reſolutions, and leads to a ſullen, deſpondent ne+ 
gle& of duty, than an opinion that we ſhall not ſuc» 


ceed in attempting it; or ſhall not be accepted in un 


endeavours after it, or our imperfect attaiments in it. 
But the doctrine of juſtification by the free grace of 
God, through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſur, 


gives the greateſt encouragement to all who will return 
to their duty. This encouragement naturally divides 


iſelf into two branches; /, The ſute hope of accep- 


tance through Chriſt. 240%, The powerful and effec- 
tual aid provided for them in the holy Spirit, which he 


bath purchaſed, and beſtows for their ſanctiſicatien. 
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Firſl, The ſure hope of acceptance through Chtiſt 
Jeſus. Although fin hath greatly blinded the minds 
of men, there is ſtill fo much of the work of the law 
written in their hearts, as muſt make them ſenſible 
that in many things they offend, and maſt give them 

ground of ſollicitude and fear, while they expect to be 
juſtified by their own merits. Accordingly we find, 
that except the groſſeſt and boldeſt infidels, of which 
fort this age hath furniſhed ſome examples , all claſſes 
of men confeſs themſelves guilty of many fins, faults, 
or failings ; ſome expreſſing themſclves in a ſtronger, 

and ſome in a ſofter ſtile, according to the greater or 
lefſer degree of the depravation of natural conſcience. 
If there is any meaning then in theſe words, they muſt 
be liable to the diſpleaſure of God in ſome reſpecto, 
for which they cannot themſelves atone; and mult 
thereforc labour under, at leaft, much. uncertainty as 
to their acceptance, This maſt weaken their Hands, 
and flacken their-diligence, in an EG e 
dus in its . nge al. 2 | 
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aint thoſe ho deny all ſatis faction, or all ufe of the 
merit of Chriſt, but not againſt thoſe who expect to 

be juſtified by their own merit fo far as it goes, and {1 
truſt in their Saviour for making up- what is wanting 
in themſelves. But of ſach I would ak, how they 


Vie Eſſays on the principles of morality and natural re- 
ligion. Theſe eſſays conclude with an addreſs to the Supreme 
Being, which contains the following words; What mortals term 
fin, thou pronounceſt to be only error; for moral evil vaniſhes, we. 
meaſure, from beſre thy more per ſett ſight. 
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ſhall be ſatisfied, that they have gone as far with their 
own merit as is requiſite, if there is any ſtreſs to be 
laid upon it at all? Will they ſay, as ſome fooliſhly 
do, that they do all in their power, and truſt in Chriſt 
for ſupplying what may be ſtill deficient ? If they dare 
reſolutely ſtand to this plea at che laſt day, when God 
ſhall judge the ſecrets of all hearts, that they have 
done all in their power, there is really nothing want- 
ing to them; they need no ſaviour, they need no par- 
don: but this is what no mere man that ever lived 
can ſay with truth, 'So that upon any ſcheme, but an 
entire reliance on the merits of Chriſt for juſlification 
before God, there muſt (till be a dreadful uncertainty, 
inconſiſtent with that liberal and ingenuous freedom 
with which the children of God love and ſerve him: 
Theſe, ſtrongly penetrated with a ſenſe of duty and 
obligation, deeply humbled under a ſenſe of fin, and 
reſting on the perfect atonement made by their Saviour 
and ſubſtitute, ſerve him with alacrity and pleaſure, 
wearing the bonds of love; and, knowing the weak- 
neſs of their beſt ſervices while here, they long for that 
bleſſed time when they ſhall be made perfectly holy, 
and yet ſhall for ever acknowledge themſelves indebt- 
ed, for their place in heaven, and their continuance 
there, to the grace of God, and the love of their 
Redeemer. 
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The other branch of the encouragement which be- 
lievers in Chriſt have to diligence in duty, is the pro- 
miſe of the holy Spirit to lead them unto all truth, 
and guide them to all duty, Fhis promiſe is expreſ- 
ly made to believers, and. their ſeed after them, in 
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6  VINDICATION OF 
every age of the church, to the end of the world. 


Thus ſays the apoſtle Peter, And ye ſhall receive the 
gift of the holy Ghoſt ; for the promiſe is to you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God ſhall call *, And it 
18 to this plentiful effuſion of the Spirit, that the pro- 
phets aſcribe the purity and proſperity of the church 
in the latter days. For Iwill pour water upon hin: 
that is thirſty, and floods upon the dry ground : Iauill 
pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon 


thine offipring, and they frall ſpring up as among 


4% graſt, as willows by the water courſes |. 


'T am ſenſible, that the nature and form of the ar- 
-gument doth not permit me at once to ſuppoſe the 
truth of this, and to make uſe of the dire@ agency 
and effeQual-operation of the Spirit of God to prove 
the holineſs of his ſaints, But it may be eaſily made 
appear, that the belief and perſuaſion of this muſt 
bave the ſtrongeſt influence in animating their own en- 
deavours. What more proper for {uch a purpoſe than 
the beliéf of an almighty aid, certainly to be exerted 
in their behalf? muſt not this invigorate their powers, 
and preſerve them from ſinking thro? fear of the num- 
ber and ſtrength of their adverſaries ? Nothing but ig- 
norance of themſelves can make them boaſt of their 
own ſtrength. The reſult of experience in the ſtudy 
of holineſs, muſt be a humbling conviction of the force 
of temptation, and ſtrength of paſſion, upon the one 
hand, and the weakneſs and feebleneſs of human rea- 


2e, ii. 38, 36. f Iſaiah xiv, 3, 4. 
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ſon and reſolution on the other. Muſt it not then 
be of the greateſt advantage to believers, to be under 
an habitual perſuaſion of the preſence and operation 
of che Spirit of God to fanctify them wholly ? With 
out this the attempt would be altopether vain ; but 
this makes the exhortatiun come with peculiar * 
and energy, Work out your own ſalvation with ſear 
and trembling : for it is Ged that worketh in yoa - 
both to wilFand to do of his good pleaſure *. 


It will be a ſupport to the preſent argument to obi 
ſerve, that” ſome ſenſe of the weakneſs of human 
nature, and its inequality to any thing arduous and 
difficult, ſeems to have been pretty univerſal in every 
country, and in eyery age of the world. Thus a- 
mong the ancient Heathens, of whom we have the 
fulleſt account, all great-enterprizes were ſuppoſed to 
be undertaken at the inſtigation, and-executed by 
the aſſiſtance, of Tome ſuperior power. Their pocts 
always gave out, that themſelves were inſpired, and 
their hero directed by ſome deity ; and moderns ge. 
nerally ſappoſe, that the very imagination of this 
had no ſmall influence on the ſucceſs of che attempt. 
The interpoſition of deities was, indeed, fo remark» 
able in the moſt eminent aneient poets, that it has 
been reckoned a branch of their art, diſtinguiſhed by 
a particular name, called the machinery, and is now 
inſeparably joined, at leaſt, to one ſpecies of poetry. 
Nay, it was a pretty general belief among ſome 
nations; that every particular: perſon-bad an * ; 
| E. 3. : 
3 


| 2 Philip, ii. 12, 131 
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Fpirit, or genĩus, to whoſe care he was committed, 
who aſſiſted him in difficulty, and protected him in 
danger. Does not all this then evidently prove, 
that a perſuaſion of ſuperior aid muſt have the moſt 
happy influence on our activity and dilige nce in duty, 
and our progreſs in holineſs ? Doth it not make it 
reaſonable to expect, that thoſe who traſt to nothing 


better than their own ſtrength will be proportionably 


low in their attempts, and deficient in their ſucceſs; 
bot that thoſe whoſe eyes are fixed for direction up- 
on God, and who live in a continual dependence on 


Bis grace, will become truly partakers of a divine 


nature? 


Now, is not this the diſtinguiſfiing chara@eriſtic of 
we ſcheme of redemption by free grace, that it gives 
Jeſs to man, and more to God, than any other plan? 
It ſeems indeed particularly to point at this very de · 
Gon, in every part of it, to abaſe the pride of man, 
and to exalt the grace of God. Self- denial is the 
Irſt condition of the goſpel, and a renunciation of 
all ſelf-dependence is the leſſon continued through 
we whole of it. 5 urely in the Lord have I righte- 
#uſneſe and firengih, may be called the motto of 
every Chriſtian, is a ſhort and comprehenſive ſum- 
mary of his faith, and the great foundation of his 
dope and truſt. As then it has been ſhewn, that he 


zs habitually inclined to obedience, with what alacrity 


«and vigour will he apply himſelf to his duty, ſince 
he believes that almighty power is conſtantly engaged 
in his behalf; and that however unable he may be 
uf himſelf, for any thing that is good, yet a thorough 
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and eſfectual change will be wrought in him by divine 
power? What a firmneſs and fortitude muſt be in- 
fpired by the following paſſage of the prophet 1/aiah, * 
and other promiſes in the fame ſtrain? Haſt thou 
tot known, haſt thou not heard, that the cverlaſting 
God, the Creator the ends of the earth, fainteth 
vot, neither ir weary? there is no ſearching of his, 
wnderflanding. He giveth power to the faint ; and. 
to them that bave no might he increaſeth firength., 
Even the youths ſhall faint, and be weary, and ihe: 
young men ſhall utterly fall. But they that wait an 
the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrenętb: they ſhall mount. 
1h with wings as eagles ; they ſhall run and not be 
weary, they yy walk amd not faint r. LF 
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But now, perhaps, after all the adyantages of this. 
doftrme pointed out in the preceeding diſcourſe, 
fome will be ready to ask me, if it cannot poſſibly be. 
applied to the encouragement of impiety, or ſerve 
to foſter a ſupine Noth and negligence ? To this 1 
am ready to anſwer, By ſome who profels it, it may; 
but by thoſe who really believe it, it never can. There 
is no part of the word, or providence of God, that 
may not be, or that hath not frequently in fact been, 
abuſed to bad purpoſes, by wicked men under the 
dominion of their luſts. But, in order to remove 
ambiguity, it is proper ta obſerve, that wherever 
there is a national profeſſion of any religious principles, 
there muſt be many who are not believers, in any o- 
wher ſenſe than that they hays beca accultomed to. 
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hear ſuch and ſuch things aſſerted, have never en- 
quired into nor doubted, ſeldom even thought of 
them, and ſo do not disbelieve them; But there is. 
2-great difference between ſuch-a traditionary belief 
as may produce a cuſtomary- profeſſion, and ſuch a. 
real and inward perſuaſion as will change the heart, 
and influence the practice. That there may be ſome. 
of the firſt ſort of believers in the doctrine of imput- 
ed righteouſneſs, who are not holy, or perhaps abuſe 
iz; ill underſtood, to unholineſs, I am willing to 
allow; but chat all choſe who believe it upon real 
and perſonal conviction, muſt be moſt conſcientious 
in the practice of every moral duty, I hope, hath 
been clearly made appear in the preceeding pages. 


The above is all that was at firſt intended, in the 
profecution of this argument: but,” perhaps, it will 
not be improper, before diſmiſſing the ſubject, to make 
4 few. reflexions upon the reception which it hath 
met with, and malt till expect to meet with in the 
world, upon its importance” and proper application. 


It is very certain, being neither denied by friends 
nor enemies, That this doctrine hath, in all ages, not 
only been attacked with the weapons of human wiſ- 
dom, but generally alſo loaded withr much reproach 
and contempt. After therefore it hath been ſo far 
defended; as may ſatisfy every impartial mind, and 
is influence upon practice demonſtrated, I obſerve, 
That whatever impreſſion this fat may make upen 
others, it ſeems to me no ſmall confirmation of its 
truth, as coming from God,.. chat. it is contrary to 


the ſpirit of the world. This is both agreeable ts 
ſcripture and to ſound reaſon. The doctrine of 
Chriſt crucified, the apoſtle Paul tells us, war to the 
Jews a ftumbling-blook, and to the Greeks fooliſh- 
neſ; *. And, {peaking of the effe& of the publica- 
tion of this doctrine, he ſays, Le fee your calling, 
brethren, bow that not many wiſe men after the 


fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called. 
But Cod hath choſen. the fooliſh-things of the world, 


to confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak - 


things of the world, to confound the things which 
are mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things 


which-are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, and things -* 


ewhich are not, to bring to nought things that are p. 
This we are not to underſtand, as if the apoſtle yield- 
ed, that the goſpel was not agrecable to true wiſdom, 
or that the proper and legitimate uſe of human viſ- 
dom would not lead us to embrace it: But it con- 
tains a ſtrong intimation of a truth not commonly at- 
tended to, that great natural abilities have pretty 
much the ſame influence on mens moral character 
with great wealch or temporal proſperity, They are 
both apt to intoxicate the mind, and lead to pride, 


arrogance, and ſelf-· conceit: and perhaps intellec- 


TMPUTED- RIGHTEOUSNESS. G@. 


tual pride is as great an obſtruction to the diſcovery 


of truth, as any bad diſpoſition whatſoever. We 


are alſo taught, that God-ordered and diſpoſed of 


things in this manner, for the wiſe ends of his pro- 
ridence, for the ſubjection of the arrogance and 


2 ; Cor, i. 23. + I Cor, i. 26— 28, 


. dc. a: 2 
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boaſted wiſdom of men; or in the words of the 
apoſtle, That no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence, 
The reception then which this doctrine uſually meets 
with, ſhould be To far from remaining as a prejudice 
or objection againſt its truth or utility, that, on the 
contrary, it ſhould contribute to ſatisfy us, that it is 
the real nd genuine doctrine of Chriſt, ſince it meets 
with the ſame ſort of oppoſition, and from the ſame 
quarter, with which this was encountered at its ſirſt 
publication, | 


And indeed, beſides this exact correſpondence be- 


tween the event, and what the ſcripture gives us 


-reaſon to expect, as to the reception of the goſpel 
in the world, I apprehend it ought to be a general 
prejudice in favour of its truth, conſidering the ori- 
ginal it claims, that it doth not carry on it any of 
the marks of human wiſdom. It ſeems to ly (if 1 
may ſo ſpeak)- quite out of the way of human ima- 
gination and contrivance, and is diametrically oppo- 
ſite, in its whole tendency, to the moſt prevailing 
human inclination, viz, ſelf· eſteem, pride, and vain- 
glory. This indeed is the true reaſon why this 
doctrine is ſo unaeceptable to the world, eſpecially 
the ambitious part of it, that it is directly levelled a- 
gainſt their corrupt aſfections. It gives a view of the 
| holineſs, purity, and juſtice of God, which is into- 
lerable to all thoſe-who are not willing to break their 
league with fin and vanity, And when it is truly 
complied with, it not only diyorces men from their 
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former attachment to fin and ſenſuality, but will not 
ſuffer them to glory, even in their new character. 

All who ſubmit unfeignedly to the goſpel, both feel 
and confeſs themſelves wholly indebted for forgive- 
neſs and acceptance, for their preſent holineſs and 
their future happineſs, to the free, unmerited grace 
of God. How hard ſuch a ſacriſice is, none can 
conceive who have not ſome acquaintance with vital, 
experimental religion. Now, what is the moſt na- 
tural inference from this? Is it not, that we have 
not the ſmalleſt reaſon to ſuſpe this doctrine to be 
a cunningly deviſed Fable, but may reſt aſſured, that 
it is the wiſdom and the. power of God for falvas- 
tion, to every one that bel ieveth *. 


This leads me to obſerve, That if the reaſoning ; 
which the reader hath peruſed upon this ſubject be 
juſt and concluſive, there is one circumſtance in which 
this doctrine according to godlineſs eſſentally differs 
from all other ſchemes -or ſyſtems of morality, Ie: 
is, that any of theſe ſyſtems a man may underſtand, . 

embrace and defend, without having his heart made 
better, or his morals ſecured or improven by it at all; 
whereas it is impoſſible, chat any man can rally, 
and from the heart, embrace the doctrine of Chriſf' 8 T 
imputed . righteouſneſs, without. being ſanctified by 
it, dead to f. 52 n, and alive ta God. That the firſt of 
theſe aflertions is true, the lives and characters ob. 

| 


Rom. 8 16. EL ; 'y 


A 
4 
wo 
it 
- 
* 
: 
\ 


oF» 


4 _-_ — — tout tos 


6 VINDICATION OF 
ſome noted writers on the foundation of morality, 
have been, and are an undeniable proof: * ſome of 
them do indeed exprefly yield it; and it is evident 
ly yielded, by implication, in all the late writings, 
where there is ſo frequent mention of the ſmall in- 
Auence that ſpeculation has upon practice. On this 
is founded what a late acute and eminent writer 
+ juſtly calls the maſter prejudice of this age, viz. 
« The innocence of error.” This may as well be 
expreſſed by its counterpart, tlie unprofitablencfs or 
inefficacy of truth, which ſurely ought to be but a 
weak recommendation of what is called truth by 
thoſe who hold ſuch an opinion. 


That the other aſſertion is juſt, hath. been the 
point undertaken to be made out in this eſſay: and 
whoever will but conſider how unacceptable this doc- 
trine is to mankind in general, may be ſatisfied that 
there can be no effectual inducement to embrace it, 
till there be ſuch a diſcovery and ſenſe of the evil 
and danger of fin, as is utterly inconſiftent: with a 
voluntary continuance in it. The apparent ſtate of 
the viſible church, in which vice and wickedneſs fo 
ſhamefully abound, will be no objection: to this, if 
what I hinted above be recollected &, that there is 
a great difference between a nominal or cuſtomary 
profeſhon, and real belief. As to the few more 
zealous and eminent aſſerters of this doctrine, who 
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ſometimes greatly diſhonour their profeſſion, the am- 
ſuer is ealy. They are hypocrites by whom indeed 
great offences do come; and the weak and unſtable 
fall over the ſtumbling-block, and are tempted to 
doubt the reality of religion, by this diſcovery of the 
fallkood of its profeſſors, But ſuch can never be 
fairly ranked among believers, whoſe garb and habit 
they only treacherouſly wore, for ſome time, while 
they were in the intereſt of another maſter f. We 


f Perhaps ſome may think the late accounts publiſhed of 
the Moravians an objection to the juſtneſs of this repreſenta» 
tion. They are ſaid to be great aſſerters of the doctrine of 
imputed righteouſneſs ; and yet there have not only appeared 
ſome bad men among them, but they are univerſally charged 
as a ſect with moſt impious and ſeandalous practices. Per- 
haps candour and charity might have led us to ſuppoſe, that 
moſt, or all of theſe accuſations, were calumnious, if they 
had' been affirmed by none but avowed enemies to the doc- 
trines which they eſpouſe; as the firſt Chriſtians were charged 
dy their enemies with eating human ſacrifices, when they met 
in private to celebrate the Lord's Supper . But the caſe it 
ſeems is otherwiſe here; for ſome unſuſpected accuſers have 
appeared, whom none can imagine prejudiced againſt them 
for embracing the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs. I con. 
feſs myſelf to have ſo little acquaintance” with thoſe Hern · 
butters, as they are called, either as to their principles or prac» 
tices, that I cannot very fully handle the ſubject; but, if 
there is no other objection to what is affirmed above, no doubt 
an acquaintance with the true ſtate of the cafe would cnable- 
ns eaſily to remove this. Perhaps, after all, the bad prae- 
tices charged againſt them, may be only the conſequence of 
ſome deſigning perſons getting in among them, and à great 
plurality may be innocent, or, at leaſt, comparatively ſos . 
But however this be, it is not certain (at leaſt to me) that. 
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may ſay of them as the apoſtie John ſays, Thy 
went out from ut, hut they were not of us ; for 
if they had been of us, they woul d no doubt have 
continued with ut, but they went out that they 
might be made manifeſt that they were not all of us*, 


But this is not all; for the reception of the doQtine 
of imputed righteouſneſs is not merely to be conſidered 
as the beſt mean, comparatively, of producing, preſery- 
ing and increafing our ſanRification and purity, as ſure 
and effectual, while others are precarious, but it is the 
only way, and all others are abſolutely inſufficient fot 
che purpoſe. If this be indeed the doctrine of Chriſt, 
the ſeripture - method of ſalvation, then it is not only 
true, but a fundamental truth. Of this we are frequent- 
ly and folemnly aſſured in the word of God. I am th: 
«way, (ſays our Saviour) and the truth, and the lif* ; ua 
man comet undo the Father but by me h. So ſay the a · 
poſtles Peter and John, Neither is there feluntion in 
any other: for there is none other name under heaven, 
giver among men, whereby We muſt be Javed + Itis 


they really erabrace the ſame docttine with us: They do in- 
"deed talk much of the Lamb, ſpeak. of hiding themſelves. 
in his wounds, Cc. but I think their language is peculiar to 
themſclves, and by no means the phraſeology either of ſcripture, 
or of any other ſect of Chriſtians. Beſides, as Count Zin- 
zendorf, their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is 
probable, they are juſt a ſet of deluded people, drawn away 
by his art, who may much more properly be ſaid to believe 
10 him, than in Chriſt. 
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therefore in vain for any to expect an effectual change 
of life, bat by an acquaintance with Chriſt, and him 
crucified. We have indeed the cleareſt evidence from 
experience, that no human reaſon, no argument what 
ever, drawn from world!y conveniency, is at all ſuffici- 


ent to contend with violent and ſinful habits, We ſee 
many examples of perſons of excellent underſtanding - 
and knowledge in other matters, nay, who can reaſon 


ſtrongly and juſtly upon the bad conſequences of vice 
in others, ſometimes even in themſelves, who will yet 
go on to ruin their name, family, fortune and health, 
while they are ſlaves to evil habits : OY will * 
them but the grace of God. 


And as we have ſeen above, that our own righteoulſ- 
neſs in its beſt ſtate is wholly ineffectual for our accep- 
tance with God, To all who have any expectations of 


this kind from it plainly ſhow, that they have ſuch de- 
feftive views of the extent and obligation of the divine 


law, as are inconſiſtent with an unfeigned univerſal ſub- 


nyſkon to it. This is a matter of the laſt importance, 


and ought to be particularly recommended to the ſeri- 
ous conſideration of ſuch as may have, at ſome times, 
ſome imperfe& convictions; fuch as from a wearineſs 
and ſatiety of ſinning may give a temporary preference 


to a life of religion, and raiſe a feeble ineffectual wiſh | 


with Balaam, that they might die the death of the righ- 
{2ous, Such ought to be told that no endeavours to be 
alittle better than before, no abſtinence from ſome fins 


25 a kind of atonement for others retained; no reſolu - 
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tions taken on in their own ſtrength, no righteouſnehy 
of their own offered or truſted in as the matter of their 
Juſtification, will be accepted, or is worthy of being ſo; 
that nothing will be truly effectual, till they ſee their 
Joſt condition, and believe in Chriſt, firſt for pardon, 
and then for ſanctiſication, o the praiſe of the glory of bis 
grace, wherein. he hath made us accepted in the be- 
loved v. If they have any other plea, any other ground 
-of hope and truſt, it ſhall undoubtedly fail them ; they 
muſt remain under a ſentence of juſt and legal con- 
demnation, and ſhall finally periſh ; for he that belie- 
weth in the Son bath everlaſting life ; but he that be- 
lieveth not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath 
of Ged abideth on him, John iii. 36. T 


Eph. i 
+ 'The 3 of theſe paſſages of ſeripture, to the par · 
icular principles above maintained, will, perhaps, be thought 
to include in it a very ſevere and uncharitable condemnation of 
many Chriſtians, who differ in judgment upon the point of ju+ 
ſtißcation. And indeed I pretend no great friendſhip to the ſen- 
-timents ſo frequently expreſſed of late, · That it is a ſmall mat- 


ter what a man believes, if his life be good,” The aſſertion 


mipht perhaps be allowed, if it did not contain a fooliſh and un- 
reaſonable ſuppoſition, that a man may believe wrong, and yet 
have as good a life as he that believes. right; the contrary to 
which will always be expected by lim who gives eredit to the 
word of God, that his people are /anified through the truth. As 
to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greateſt oppoſers of the 
truths above defended, I never did eſteem them to be Chriſtians 
at all; the conſequence, with regard to them, may be eaſily 
admitted, But it will be thought hard to ſay the ſame thing of 
the Arminians. However, if the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the 
only ground of our juſtification, and the reception of him in this 
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Tam naturally led to conclude this ſubject, by obſer-* 
ring, that the importance, efficacy and neceſſity of the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſhews how much it is 
the duty of all miniſters of the goſpel, to make it the 
main and leading theme of their-ſermons. The preach- 
ing of the goſpel is by the apoſtle Paul, in a very juſt 
and expreſſive manner, ſtiled, preaching the unſcarch- 
able riches of Chriſt. In him every prophecy, precept, 


promiſe and truth is centered, His character and work 


as a Saviour is held forth in a variety of lights in the 
facred oracles, and in every opening or view that is gi- 
ven us, ſo to ſpeak, of che diſpenſations of divine pro- 


yidence and grace, he is the e or the termi- 


„„ 
character the true principle of ſanctiſieation, I do not ſee how 
we can avoid concluding the danget of thoſe who act upon any 
other plan. And yet 1 am perſuaded there have been, and are 
many goed men among them : which may be accounted for in 
this manner, that their hearts are better than their underitand- 
ings; that they are habitually under the government of princi- 


ples, which, thro? ſome miſtaken views, and groundleſs fears of 


their abuſe, they ſpeak of more ſparingly, or rather ſcem to &+ 
ſabliſh the contrary poſitions: + The proof of this aſkertion I 
take from their own writings, particularly fiom the difference 
between their ſermons and other diſcourſes, and thoſe forms of 
prayer which they have drawn up,and not only recommended to 
others, but left behind them as à witneſs of their own exerciſe 
in their cloſets.” If they be ſuppoſed to feel the ſentiments which 
they expreſs in their prayers, it can eaſily be made appear that 
theſe ſentiments: can only be dictated by the doctrine of free- 
grace If what they ſay of themſelves be true in its natural 
and obyious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity obli- 
ges us to ſuppoſe, it mult be altogether vain to lay the leaſt 
1 upon their own righteouſue ſs for their acceptance with 


* I 


yo .  VINDICA TION OF . 
nation of the proſpect. If therefore we would know 
what eſteem is due to our Redeemer in our hearts, and. 


how high a place he ought to hold in our views of re- 
ligion, let us abſcrve the regard paid to him by the ſa- 


ered writers. . They derive almoſt all their motives to 
every moral duty, from what he hath done, and is (til} 


doing for us, and ſcem to delight even in the repeti- 
tion of his name. I am-perſuaded thoſe Who are accuſ- 
tomed to the devout and ſerious peruſal of the word of 
God; vill not reckon it ex#hufiaſm, when I ſay, that 
theſe writers appear to be warmed and elevated above 
their ordinary meaſure, when they celebrate his ſalya» 

tion; and that both in the old and new teſtament, 
| wherever we meet with any paſſage ſingularly lofty 
and ſublime, there we may be ſure that Chriſt the Re- 
dcemer i is the Immediate theme. 


Juſtification by the free grace of God, thro the re- 
diemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, was the doctrine taught 
among Chriſtians, in the earlieſt and pureſt ages of the 
church. And their departure from it was the prelude 
to that univerſal corruption of faith and worſhip, and 


that relaxation of diſcipline, and diſſolution of manners, 


which took place in the ages following. It is alſo very 
remarkable, that this doctrine was always fully and di-: 
ſtinctly taught in theſe churches which never ſubmitted 
to the tyranny, or received the corruptions of the Re» 
onifh Antichriſt, I mean the churches of the Piedmons 
Feſe vallies, which, by-ſo many judicious writers, are 


Toppoſedto be the two witneſſes mentianod in the * 
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velation, who fled into the wilderneſs from the perſe- - 
cution of the Beaſt, and propheſied in ſackcloth. The 
accounts which have been tranſmitted to us of the 
principles held by them, long before the reformation, 
plainly ſhow, that they maintained this doctrine from 
the beginning, And as it.is well-known that the re- 
formation took its ſirſt riſe from the. groſs. and ſcanda- 
lous application of the doQtrine of merit in. mdulgens. 
cies, ſo all the reformers, without exception, were ſtre - 
nuous aſſerters of free grace. This was reckoned by 
them .articulus flantir aut cadentis cole e/iae, by ; 
which the church muſt ſtand or fall. Partieulatly, our 
reformers in both parts of this iſand agreed in ale - - 
ing the fame doctrine, and the eminent piety of our fas... 
thers is a ſtanding evidence of its force and efficacy. . 


It doth not perhaps become, and probably it would + 
not be ſafe for me to enter into a particular examina» - 
tion of the manner of preaching in the preſent age; 
and therefore my reflexions-upon that fubject ſhall be . 
very few and general. What is moſt obvious in our 
preſent ſituation, and what ought. to affect Chriſtians - 
with molt concern, is, the great prevalence of mfide» 
My. This is the more ſurpriſing, that we have never. 
wanted, and do not at preſent want, many able and 
eminent writers to ſtand up in defence of the golpel, _ 
and refute the changeable inconſiſtent reaſonings of in- 
bels, whatever form they ſhall, from time to time, 
wink fit to aſſume, and on whatever principles they 
þall pretend te 0 bold. Byta I am afraid, the beſt der 
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fence of all is but too much neglected, viz. Zealous 


aſſiduous preaching the great and fundamental truths 
of the goſpel, the loſt condemned ſtate of man by na- 


| ture, and the neceſlity of pardon thro” the righteouſ- 


neſs, and renovation by the Spitit, of Chriſt; This 
would make a far greater gumber of thoſe who call 
themſelves by the name of Chriſt, Chriſtians indeed. 
And the viſible efficacy of his doctrine would be a 
ſenſible demonſtration of its truth and divine original. 
If theſe truths are not contradicted, it may be ſafely 


faid, that they are · by many kept more out of view 
than formerly. And ſurely we have. no great cauſe 


to boaſt of our improvements in the preaching art, ff 
its goodaeſs is to be determined, like that of a tree, 


not by its bloſſoms, but its fruit, 


- There is one obſervation which may ſatisfy us, that 


me preaching of the croſs of Chriſt will molt effectu- 


ally promote real reformation. It is, that thoſe preach- 


ers who, (to ſay no more) approach neareſt to making 


our own merit and obedience the ground of our ac- 
ceptance with God, very ſeldom, if ever, give any 
alarm to the conſciences of their hearers. Let them 
recommend ever ſo pure and high a ſtandard of morals, 
they are heard without fear, and, if they preach ele- 
gantly, with pleaſure, eyen by the moſt profligate. To 
ſach preachers, all vain ,world] y-minded people, uſually 
attach themſelves, where they have not caſt off the 
very form of religion; but moſt part of ſerious Chri- 
ſtians, together with profeſſing hypocrites, who cart: 
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bot eaſily be diſtingviſhed in this world, always follow: | 
preachers of another, ſtrain, It is eaſy to-ſee the ren- 
fun of this from what hath been ſaid above; there are 
none who ſet the ſtrictneſs aud obligation of the law,. 
the holineſs and juſtice of God, in ſo awful a light, ax, 
thoſe who believe there is no ſhelter from the ſanftion-/ 
of the law, and the wrath of an offended God; but in 
the blood of Chriſt, Perbaps, I amalready enſnareu 
and expoſed to cenſure, by affirming, that there are 
among us preachers of different ſtrains. But. it is ſo- 
ecrtain a truth, n ee 
N OS wot EL" he oa A 


'Vpon the while, us thi rec of public af. 
fairs, as the ſlate, of. the world, and character of the 
age, loudly call upon all of every ſtation to exert them 
ſelves with diligence for the ſupport and revival of 
truth and righteouſhcks : 1 hope the miniſters of the: 
goſpel will promote this end, by: zcalouſly labouring. 
to bring men to the ſaving. knowledge of Chriſt, 2þe- 
way, and the truth, and the: life—The foundation— - 
the tried ſtone the precious corner ſtone, the ſtrength 
and ſecurity of the building. To deny, explain away, 
er neglect to impart. the truths af the.everlaſting go- 
ſpel, is the way. to leave the world in wickedneſs ;. 
but, by preachiog them in purity, and with ſimplicity,. 
which, we have reaſon to think, will be accompanied. 


with the demonſtration. of the. Spirit, ſinners are re- 

conciled unto God, the power of ſin is broken in them, 

the divine image is formed in them, and upon theſe 
G | 
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Lebus be cet ready? tol ſay wich the apoſtle Put 
God forbid that 1 fhonid glory; fave in the 6rof; 2 


diligetles, und animute our endtivourt, By expreſſing, 
wih mae pſulmiſt” Davie, our faitfy inthe perpetuity 


of hiskidgdom;' His matte Dull eure for ever: 
His name ſhall be corttinued us long as the ſum: an; 
men frall be blaſed in him:  all'nations hall call 


zur blen Biaſeu be th# Lon God, the God of If- 
rae; who only doth emu 'thinigs. And bleſed 


$2 bis glorious name for. ever; and let the whole ; 


earth be fille with his gory. Amen and — t 
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